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PRE FAC E. 


T muſt * pen to aa 

the high and grateful ſenſe the au- 
thor entertains of the honour confer d. 
on her, and the following work, by, 
the great and noble names with which, 
it is graced ; neither her obligations, 
or her gratitude are leſſen d by her 
not being the object of that boun 
which, by ſome, has been extender 
with a charitable view ; theſe ſhe 127 
convinced will. not find the pleaſure, 
unavoidably ariſing to themſelves from 
the exertion of their benevolence, di- 
miniſh d by their being made. ac 
quainted with the true motive to this 
method of publication: This ſhe can- 
not do in a manner leſs tireſome 6:19; 


_ or leſs i e to others, than 


by 
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by. inſerting her anſwer to the anxigus 
,enquiry of a friend, on ſeeing her fitft 
advertiſement in the public papers. 
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3 — To - — 3 1891 
Mr Dear Friends (+ 
HE carneſt manner in which 
-& - you deſire immediately to know 
my reaſon for an advertiſement you. 
expreſs ſo great a diſapprobation of, 
together with the obliging, and moſt 
- penerous effet ſubjoin'd, give me in- 
+ exprefible pleaſure by affording a 
ffreſh proof of the ſincerity and warinth 
of that ineſtimable friendſhip I have 
- Jong ſo happily experienced > bur 
_ 1 airiety will be removed by knowing 
that your fears cancerning me are 
groundleſs. No new misfortune has, 
IT thank God, befall'n me, nor am Tſo 
» -bad'an-exconomilt as not to make my 
income ſupply all my own wants, and, 

an ſome degree, relieve thoſe of others. 
Having fatisfied you in * 5 
; * 22 m 


The PREFACE. 


muſt that your opinion upon the 
other deg! be Foy 2 while Gag” 3 
and before you condemn the metiod 
of my intended publication, permit 
me to propoſe 4 few queſtions to you, 
leaving a thouſand colateral cireum- 
— to be added when we meet, 
nr I hope; will be very, ſoopy,- 


wy. ppoſe an honeſt and worthy man 
eee ſum of money at the earn- 
«ft requeſt of a Gentleman, under his 
, Own, hand, ſor the ſupport of his wife 
; and children, While a fuit of Chancery 
is depending, commenced hy him to 
deprive, that wife of the beneñt f; a 
father's wilt ; if that gentleman de- 
1 — hep yment, ſcreening: himſelf 
er the good nature and un- 
Mn nah of the ereditor to oſfend. or 
uche 0 ſtatates of lim tation, of other- 
wie, would it not be excuſable;» nay 
laudahle in the wiſe to exert her ut- 
_ moſt 8 by every honoſt me- 
ge ſuch ſum advanced? 
ey i the "Dowd enge 


fm for 


The PR E F AC E. 
ſdr life, and; conſequently, excluded 
from borrowing money on her eſtate” 
with:fafety to the lender? And ſhould 
the creditor ſupport one of the beſt of 
characters, be deſervedly eſteem'd by 
all who-know him as a moſt worthy, 
benevolent and friendly man, one of 
ſtri& honour himſelf, and from thence 
natutally averſe to any doubts concetn- 
ing others, would not thoſe be doubly 
culpable who left him to the diſagree- 
able alternative of either ſitting down 
wich the loſs to himſelf and family, 
or. commencing a ſuit that might be 
more painful to a man of ſo good 
diſpoſition ? Suppoſe alſo, that pri Ar 
vious notice had been 2 to the 
gentleman of his wife's defign, could 
ſhe, after having waited many weeks 
to give him time for deliberation, be 
juſtly blamed for carrying that defign 
intq execution? Make this cafe mine, 
my dear friend, and ſay, would you 
then condemn me for taking this mes 
thod: to ſatisfy ſuch a demdtd Pt 
—— perhaps ä ler 
E © an 
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The PR E F A C E. 
and attract the cenſure of that un- 
thinking part of mankind, who paſs 
theic judgment on actions without 
tak ing thoſe motives into the account 
which alone can determine their na- 
ture; but you, my friend, will feel ho © 
infinitely the obligations of ' juſtice, 
and honour muſt pre 7 In the 


minds of the great and by whom 
ans 1 wiſh to "be approve: 2 . 205 


s me bear your eee 
the return of the «poſt; which 1 ſn 
wait impatiently- 1 25 —— h 
bation will bx be ad Wan 
happineſs of 1 7 of L 

ory” re 30530 1 in: 42 I, 


25 vnn abebene, 
E $. r. 


8 public ago 
perhaps to bocelliry for thoſe ore, mY 
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The PREFACE, 


aut 2.;pyvate character, may appear 
cold and unentertaining to the gene- 
rality of readers; Rut it was impoſ- 
üble to let flip ſuch an opportunity uf 
placing in a true light thoſe little cir- 
eümſtanpes, which, accumulated, of- 
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DAR FO * 


HE invariable inclination of my 
heart to-ioblige a perſon ſo 
waly dear to me would with plea- 
ſure have led me to an immediate 
compliance withany requeſt of yours; 
but this affords me a double ſatisfac- 
tion, by giving me the opportunity 
of doing juſtice to a much injured 
friend, while I gratify the earneſt 
deſire you expreſs to be acquainted 
Vor. I. B with 


12 J 
with the moſt intereſting particulars 
of her life; and thoſe events, which 
have conſpired to lead her to the un- 
alterable reſolution of retiring from 
the world to enjoy, in the virtuous 
and rational ſociety of a few invalua- 
ble friends, the moſt perfect happi- 
neſs attainable in this ſtate of exiſ- 
tence. 


Beſides the neceſſary relation of a 4 
variety of incidents, there are ſo ll 
many intricate appearances to be 
cleared up, that to give you a gene- 
ral knowledge of her hiſtory will be 
a work of time, and furniſh ſufficient 
matter for our whole winter's correſ- 
pondence; more patience will be ne- 
ceſſary than is natural to your lively 
turn; for fince my late illneſs I am 
not 


1 
not always equally able to bear the 
fatigue of writing long letters, but 
will promiſe to give all the leiſure 
hours my health will permit to this 
employment, and more I know you 
boxe me too well to deſire. 


= There is ſomething ſo very pecu- 
WT liar in the character of my friend 
Mrs. ÞP ———, that it is no eaſy 
matter to give a juſt deſcription of 
3 it. She was known to me as early 
Fas I was capable of knowing any 
; Wthing, and ſo perfect, ſo unreſerved 
A friendſhip has ever ſubſiſted be- 
een us, that not her molt ſoeret 
FMthoughts have been hid from my in- 
1 ſpection; yet, in attempting to draw 
her portrait, T feel the impoſlibility | 
of giving thoſe imperceptible touches 
C7 B 2 to 


+ 41 
to it, which alone could convey the 
perfect reſemblance ; defective there- 
fore muſt be the idea, which any per- 
fon ean form of her from the moſt 
accurate deſeription. Her general } ; 
acquaintance. are totally ignorant of * 
her character; to her peculiar friends 
only ĩs ſhe known, and thoſe are very 3 
few; her notions of friendſhip being 
carried to ſo exalted an height, that 
not:ofie perſon in ten thouſand is ca- 
pable of coming up to them.— Hav- 3 
ing ptemiſed tlie difficulty of the un- 
dertaking, by way of excuſe for all q 
the' faults there may be in the execu- I | 
tion, I ſhall do my beſt to make you 
accquainted with the true character 
of the Lady in queſtion; without | 
which it will be impoſſible to com- 
prehend many parts of her hiſtory. 

1 | To 


6-4] 
To you it is needleſs to ſay any 
thing of her underſtanding, ſince 
there cannot be a better proof of 
that, than the high eſteem you ex- 
preſs for her, and the deference 
which, on all occaſions, I have ſeen 
you pay to her judgment: Yet, in 
the early. part of life, an extreme vi- 
vacity, and an uninterrupted flow of 
WW cxtravagantly high ſpirits occaſioned 
W a thouſand improprieties in her con- 
duct, which, odd as it may ſound, 
her early reaſon, inſtead of reſtrain- 
ing, led her into, and furniſhed ſo- 
phiſtical arguments to juſtify, even 
while ſhe evidently ſaw the probable 
conſequences. Many inſtances of 
this truth will appear in the ſequel. 
Her genius you are- no ſtranger to ; 
* capacity is quick; by much too 


B 3 quick, 
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quick, as it gave her a diſtaſte, when 


young, to all thoſe ſtudies which re- 
quire any application, and therefore 
tho' ſhe had maſters conſtantly to in- 
ſtruct her in muſick, geography, lan- 
guages, &c. ſhe made no greater pro- 


ficiency in either, than could be at- 
tained without trouble to herſelf. 


Her diſpoſition is ſo naturally hu- 
mane and benevolent, that ſhe will 


never allow the forgiveneſs of injuries 


to be any virtue in her, but merely 


the reſult of ſelf love; alledging, that 


to keep alive any degree of reſent- 
ment for ill uſage would be a con- 
tinual torment to her own mind; 
and, conſequently, that her readineſs 
to pardon all offences ought to be 
imputed only to the deſire of caſe; 
from this opinion her friends diſſent; 
n but 


LS 1 
but whatever be the motive, certain 
it is, that ſhe was never known to 
do an ill natured thing to any perſon, 
how great ſoever the provocation re- 
ceived; that no one ever acknow- 
* ledged a fault to her, who did not 

obtain an immediate and moſt perfect 
forgiveneſs. I am fure I may venture 
to ſay that her heart is truly good. 
In her friendſhips ſhe has an inex- 
preſſible tenderneſs peculiar to her- 
ſelf, a ſort of tenderneſs that admits 
not of deſcription; and which no 
perſon can comprehend. who has not 
been a witneſs to it ; in theſe ſhe pays 
no other regard to the difference of 
ſex, than what the ſuperiority of un- 
derſtanding, and the ſtrength of men- 


4 tal powers demand. The paſſion to 
which the name of love is often im- 


B 4 properly 
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properly affixed, ſhe ever held in the 
moſt deſpicable light; as believing 
it unavoidably deſtructive of that e- 
alted eſteem, which is the only firm Ml 
baſis of a perfect affection. She ne- 
ver profeſſed a friendſhip without 
feeling in her own breaſt all that 
ought to be connected with that pro- 

feſſion, in it's moſt extenſive ſenſe, 
and never gave the name of friend to 
a perſon, whoſe intereſt, peace, and 
happineſs, were not ſo dear to her 
as to be perferred, on every occaſion, 
to her own; an equal return ſhe na- 
turally expected from thoſe: who 
made equal profeſſions; but in this 
expectation was frequently deceived, 
before reaſon had gained ſufficient 
ſtrength to regulate her judgment; 
and twas not till after many years 
: | | ex pe- 
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experience, and repeated diſappoints 
ments, that ſhe could be perſuaded to 
believe, how very ſew were capable of 
that ſort of - diſintereſted tenderneſs 
her boſom felt for thoſe who ap- 
peared worthy of it; much leſs, that 
it was next to impaſſible for any 
young man to be perfectly ſenſible of 
her merit, and feel for her all the 
affection ſuch a ſenſibility muſt create, 
unmixed with any degree of that ſort 
of paſſion ſhe wiſhed not to inſpire. | 


I ſee, my dear Madam, your aſto- 
niſhment that a woman of her un+ 
derſtanding could indulge fo abſurd 
a ſuppoſition ; tis indeed the weakeſt 
part of my friend's character, which 
I grieve to repeat, but find it impoſ- 
ſible to draw a veil over, becauſe on 

the 


e 
the unwearied purſuit of this fantaſtic 
idol of her heart turns almoſt all 
the principal events of her life.— 
What ſhall I fay in excuſe for it? 
all of human race have ſome peculiar 
foible, that ſeems to be inſeparably 
interwoven in their conſtitution 
this was hers—nor will, I believe, 
ever be relinquiſhed ; neither is there 
now any reaſon to wiſh it might; for 
having travelled beyond that period 
of life wherein any perſonal attrac- 
tion can be ſuppoſed to remain, ſhe 
need no longer fear any mixture of 
this paſſion in the affectionate friend- 
ſhip of ſenſible men, who are pleaſed 
with her converſation, love her vir- 
tues, and can be attached only to 
the unalterable qualities of her mind. 
Tis] is one great ſource of her preſent 

hap- 
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happineſs, and ſhe often rejoices in 
the deeay of that outward form, which 
was once an inſuperable bar to thoſe 
ſocial and refined. pleaſures ſhe moſt 
delighted in, and now daily, unin- 
terruptedly, enjoys in the ſteady and 
invaluable attachment of a few vir- 
tuous friends of elevated underſtand- 
ings, or uncommon genius, by whoſe 
converſation ſhe is equally improved 
and entertained. | 


The vexation, and unhappineſs, 
intailed by frequent difappointment 
in her chimerical expectations may 
ſurely be allowed a ſufficient puniſn- 
ment for the indulgence of them; 
yet to theſe the world will add a 
fthouſand ill-natur'd, and undeſery'd 
reflections, nor can it indeed be de- 
= nied 


| Franz ] 
nied that fuch reflections are in ſome 
meaſure juſtified by appearances, from 
which that world muſt be allowed 
to form i its ee 
1 If, in the 2 part of life, ſhe 
eould have eſtabliſhed a little rational 
ſociety of females capable of that 
diſintereſted friendſhip, ſhe had con- 
ceived ſo exalted an idea of, Tam 
convinced ſhe would. have been the 
happieſt of all human beings, and as 
void of cenfure, as ſhe really is of 
guilt; but ſeveral inſtanges of the 
ingratitude and perfidy of two ſenſible 
girls of her own age (whom the ten- 
derly loved, and who, during the 
warmeſt profeſſions. of friendſhip to 
her, miſrepreſented all her actions to 
others, and endeavoured privately to 
do 


1 48 f 

do her every injury in their power) 
induc'd her to ſeek amongſt the other 
ſex that ſort of ſociety, which theſe 
and ſimilar inſtances led her to be- 
lieve there was little probability of 
finding in her own; without giving 
due weight to the objections of ano- 
ther kind that muſt there ariſe. 


* 


Her perſon I never thought hand- 
ſome, yet ſhe was generally admired, 
and, for ſome years, a reigning toaſt. 
The love of admiration was her rul- 
ing paſſion, but that was confined 
to her underſtanding and good qua- 
lities; compliments paid to her per- 
ſon never gave her pleaſure; on the 
contrary, ſhe treated all thoſe with 
contempt who thus addreſſed her, 
even in that ſeaſon of life when the 
— mind 


( 14 ] 
mind is moſt apt to be intoxicated 
by ſuch ſort of adulation. She knew 
herſelf, was conſcious of her virtues, 
and not ignorant of her faults ; ever 
ready to acknowledge the latter, but, 
fatisfied with their not being of that 
atrocious kind which could be deno- 
minated crimes, choſe rather to per- 
fiſt in than to rectify them; and was 
at more pains to reconcile ſome parts 
of her conduct to her own judgment, 
than it would have coſt her to have 
made that conduct almoſt a _ 
pattern ſor imitation. 
on bitt ant 3 
i have nous my docs Aiden given 
you the outline of a character, the ſin- 
gularity of which makes it difficult to 


treat the ſubject with that degree of 


preciſion I could wiſh ; but the quick- 
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ness of your imagination will cafily 
ſupply thoſe delicate touches, which 
exceed my ability, if not the _ 
Jof ans to expreſs. | 


= From this ſketch you will be con- 
W vinced that the world has been, in 
W almoſt every inſtance, miſtaken in 
q its opinion of my friend; and on 
= this miſtake imputed all her actions 


to motives diametrically oppoſite to 


W thoſe which produced them : By en- 
tering thoroughly into her peculiar 
turn, you will yourſelf be able to 
form a more accurate judgment of 
her paſt conduct. The favourable 
impreſſion that a few months ac- 
Wquaintance has made on your heart 
will diſpoſe you to ſee her, through 
every part of life, ' what ſhe has re- 


T 1 
ally been; that is, even with all her 
faults, truly worthy of your friend- 
ſhip, which is all I would wiſh to ſay 
of thoſe who are dear to me.—You 

are both very flow in forming ſtrong 
attachments, but equally firm in ad- 
hering inviolably to them; and 1 
make no doubt of ſeeing you one 
day as dear to each other, as you both 
ate to your moſt ſincer ey 
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LETTER I. 


To Miſs LovisA — 


H E affe&ion, m my FRE - Louiſa, 
that from your earlieſt infancy 
I have entertain'd for you is both 
juſtified and i improv'd by the general 
propriety of your own conduct. No- 
thing could be more prudent than 
your behaviour to Lady L---, after 
the cruel treatment you have received 
from her. Contempt was the only 
ſuitable return to a malicious endea- 
vour that was heneath reſentment. 
The unjuſt aſperſion on your charac- 
ter, without injuring you, has cover d 
its author with diſgrace : By the care 
Vor. J. 8 of 


16 1 
of Mrs, C1, who traced the re- 


port to its foundation, it is pab- 
lickly known to be the i invention of 


Lady L--=-, and her ſuppoſed. mo- 


tives for it red6iind 1 more, if poſlible, 
to her diſhonour than the invention 


itfelf. This is the deſerv'd puniſh- : 


ment, "which it is plty all of the 
fine ela do not meet un. n 
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am much pleaſed. with | your Warm 
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| expreſſions of a Wine: polition, that i 18 the | 


ſüreſt foundation of future hap) pinels | 1 
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to yourſelf. The i in} junction ve re ure ®M 


good for evil is one i” the nobleft pre- 


cepts of Chriſtianity, and Rk 3 
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mind enjoys infinitely more pleatuee 
2 in pitdoning offences, than a vin- 
dictive one can receive from retalia : 
tion; the defire of revenge is a con- 
Wtinual - torment to the breaſt it inha- 1 
Wits, and that perſon is incapable of 
4 happinels who can delight in giving 
Wrniſcry to others. The virtue of 
Worgiveneſs is literally its own re- 
| ard, becauſe the mind is not ca- 
4 able of 2 more pleaſing ſenſation. 
F han that which reſults from the ex- 

rcife | of it: With this, my dear a 
4 quiſa, be content, nor bag difap- | 
a ointment on yourſelf, by the expec- 
ton of thoſe grateful returns, which 
18 ſeldom met with. The perſon 
i ho \ has « once deſignedly injured you, 
= onſcious of deſerving your hatred, 

om that moment regards you as an 
Y C2 enemy 


pv, th 9206917 } l 
enemy; and, on every occaſion, 
Knowing you have reaſon to be ſo, Wi 
treats you as ſuch. Tis therefore 
neceſſary to be always upon your 
"guard againſt 'A perſon who has onee if 
uſed you ill, nor is this prudent care WM 
inconſiſtent with the moſt perfed i 
forgiveneſs. In the preſent caſe, no- 
thing could be more commendable 
than your generous defence of Lad | 
Tb s character, in a point where 
you had reaſon to believe her 'unjuſtly 
accuſed, even after you had been in- 
form 'd of her cruel attempt to tuin 
8 yours; ; "and your obſervation is very ; A 
8 juſt, That ſilence there would have 
been a kind of tacit retaliation; 
N but your deſign of continuing upon the 
ſame foot of acquaintance with her, a 


before, is carrying good nature to 1 
Tm = 
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far, even to a degree of weakngſs, -as* 
ir is unneceſſarily expoſing yourſelf to 
a repetition of the ſame injuries. A 
decent civility I would have you al- 
ways maintain when you meet her 
by accident; more than this juſtice 
to yourſelf forbids. With a perſon, 
who has once been found capable of 
ſo malicious an endeavour, any de- 
gree of intimacy would be blamable. 
Had you been unconcerned, theſe 
vould have been your own ſen⸗ 
W timents on the ſubject, and ought 
no to be the guide of your conduct 
towards her. Situated and connected 
as we are here, virtue may be car- 
ried to an exceſs, that by its conſe- 
auences becomes a vice; and this, 
be Pecaliar excellence of your own 
cpoftion, makes it very neceſſary 
0 ien 1 AH 1 3.47 to 
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0 gpard you againſt: Forgiveneſs 
may be carried on to an apparent in- 

ſenſibility of the difference between 
right and vrrong action 3 and tlien it 
becomes an encouragement to vice. 
We; muſt expect to find a mixture 
of good and ill in every character we 
meet with, here, as human nature 
can neither riſe to perfection, nor fink 
to a total depravity. To every indi- 

vidual of, the ſpecies our regards ought 
to be proportioned to the degrees of 

; eg. merit, as. far. as we arg able 
to diſcoyer them. That ſort of be- 
nevolence, which is called humanity 
(from. a general acknowledgment that 
it onght always to make a. part of 
our compoſition) is due to every 
; mortal; particular intimacies wd 
. be formed * With the wile 


** 
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and virtuous; if drawn into any 
by a miſtake in the character, they 
ſhould be immediately retracted: 'on 
4 diſcovery of the error; and this 
may be done ſo' decently as to avoid 
the cenſure of ill- nature, or in man- 
ners. Vou muſt now, my dear Louiſa, 
: purſue this method with regard to 
Lady L——, go no more to her 
houſe, and be always denied to her 
viſits; but, if ſhe ſpeaks to you in 
any other place, return her civility 
with! a reſerve that, without affront- 
ing, may ſhew your intention.: Such 
à conduct, believe me, is perfectly 
conſiſtent with the moſt entire for- 
50 giveneſs of the injury intended YOu, 
and that forgiveneſs may be proved 
by the « continuance of thoſe good of- 
4 fies. which it is yet in your power 
C 4 to 
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to render her, and which 1 know 
you 2 ſtill with. —_— N 


75 — read the ads wed: 
you ſent me, and think it anſwets 
the character that was given you. 
The marvellous is, no doubt in 
ſome places, carried to a degret of 


extravagance, yet, upon the. whole, 
I am pleaſed with it; and as. the ſen-⸗ 


timents, in many parts, exactly cor- 
reſpond with my own, I have with 


more pleaſure undertaken the taſk 
yon have ſet me to tranſlate it. 
J know not whether TI am ſuffci- 


ently verſed in the language to do 
juſtice to the author, but ſhall be 
able to convey his ſentiments to you, 
though the elegance of the expreſſion 
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: Im y ſometimes. be loſt in the tran- 
nation. I have yet gone through but 
WW few - pages, which are incloſed;; 
end me your opinion of them; if, 
in ſpight of the diſadvantageous dreſs 
Ie ſtory receives from my hands, 
Hou are pleaſed with it, I ſhall go o 
Vich that pleaſure through the whole, 
chich it will ever give me to be 
able to contribute to; your rt D 
otertainments, * een! 


4 1 * you wal be impatient 
to peruſe the incloſed ſpecimen of 
? my performance, I ſhall-detain you 

no longer than to ſubſcribe Os | | 
= My dear Louiſa, > Ihe. 


ey moſt t affe@tionacly, {7 
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"the adventaris of Alphonſo, after tl F | | 
' deftruftion of Liſbon, related 75 bin- 
999 855 . 4 


at receiving 4 letter from one, n | | 
"you have nat heard of ſince the dread» i 
ful deſtruction of the city of Liſbon, 3 
where, before this terrible .catal- 
"trophe, 15 was whos happily ſituated, 3 


From the account tranſmitted 3 you | 
If Don Gopſalez, you maſt have i 
"concluded, that I;had ſhared the fate f 
of my unfortunate family, Who, to- to- 4 
N with Ln houſe, and the great: F 


| lowed: vo; = fate which, 1 beliere, 


IN not to any other, che i 
build- 


. 

buildings being either thrown down 
3 F or conſumed by fire. The aſtoniſh- 
ment, with which you muſt bear. that 
I am yet in the land of the living 
vil be ingrealed by an accountyof 
W the adventures I have met with ſince 
= that, dreadful. day, wherein I almoſt 
miraculouly eſcaped bein ing involved 
in the general ruin. When the fft 
ſhock of the earthquake began, I 
was about three leagues from home 
on the road to a friend's houſe, with 


ham I bad promiſed to paſs a few 
days to make ſome, curious experi- 
ments in . natural philoſophy, an 
entertainment to which my leiſare 
hours were generally devoted. The 
unuſually violent trembling . of the 
. under my mule's feet alarm d 
* fears for that city, which con- 


Dine tained 
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tain'd all that was dear and valu- 
able td me. Without 4 nibthebit'y 
conſideration I turned inſtantly back, 
and rode full ſpeed towards Liſbon, 
Aer the utmoſt fear for the dan- 
ger of my family; a very ſhort 
time brought me within view of 
the town. — Tis as impoſſible to de- 
ſeribe to you the horrors of that 
ſight, as it is the agitation of my 
mind in beholding it! In ſome places 
a thick ſmoke involved every” ob- 
ject, through which the butſting 
flames ſucceſſively iſſued, "as from 
the mouth of a Vultane : In others, 
whole ſtreets of magnificent build- 
| ings were changed to dubak of 
rubbiſh, and though in that part 
of the city through which 1 was 

"to to enter no Laa Hall” "yer fallen. 
a — J »So the 


3 29 1 | 
the. rocking edifices on either fide 
threaten'd immediate deſtruction to 
all beneath. The. cries of the in- 
habitants were drown'd by a ſubs 
terraneous . noiſe, far exceeding the 
loudeſt thunder. 
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W The horrors of, this fight every 
moment encreaſed my apprehenſions 
for my family; and regardleſs of all 
the .dangers ſurrounding myſelf, I 
leap d from my mule, whoſe ter- 
ror, had rendet d her ungovern- 
able, and preſs d forward through 
the crowd that were flying into the 
adjacent fields for ſafety, till I had 
gained the terras at the lower end 
of my garden, from whence, 1 had 
dhe tranſient ſatisfaction of ſeein g my 
heute th ſtand unhurt; but had not gone 
twenty 


4 


FF WL 
twenty paces farther, before a more 
violent ſhock than any of the former 
thtey me down with -ſuch force, 
that falling with my fide againſt 
the pedeſtal of a ſtatue, it was ſome 


minutes before I could ſtir: Inca 


pable of moving from the ſpot, 1 

beheld the ſtatue nodding over my 
head, and every moment expected 
to be cruſhed by it's fall; but my 
good genius prevailing at that in- 
ſtant, or rather the protecting hand 
of Providence avetting the danger, 
it fortunately fell i an a oppolite di- 
retioh. een 0 — 


Ses „ 5 


un laying on the ground, 
the ſubtetraneous noiſe ſounded like 
the united groans of a whole arm ay, 
whieh, added to the t 'of 4 . 
n earth, 
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irth, would have ſtruck tertot to 
e moſt courageous : However, ſum- 
5ning all my reſolution to my aid, 
Nad imploring the aſſiſtance and pro- 
edition of Heaven, I again roſe; upon 
y feet, but to take one laſt fad vie 
r the falling repoſitory of all that 
1 Nes dear to me: It's motion, even 
rom the foundation, was like the 


4 : olling of a large and deeply laden 


<q ' ip! in a violent ſtorm, which had not 
A tinned half a minute before the 
3% arth opening. with a moſt hideous. 
4 | oiſe, the whole edifice ſunk, in an 
I ; inſtant, entire; the ground closd 
4 over it, and a thick ſmoke remain- 
4 d for a few minutes in the place 
4 a dere it had ſtood. Conceive, if 
4 | poſtibte, ſome idea of a botrer 
4 which baffles all | deſcription, and your 


may 
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may form a judgment of what I felt! 
Uncertain on what to reſolve, ſix d - 
by fear and aſtoniſhment, to the ſpot 
from whence l beheld this fatal event, 
J ſtood a eonſiderable time to wait 
the diſſipation of the ſmoke, which Wl 
was now the only object that pre- 
ſented itſelf; as that abated, ſome de- 
gree of reſolution return d: Though 
I knew the greateſt part of my fortune 
was inevitably loſt, there was yet 
ſome hope that a wife, who was infi- 
nitely dear to me, and three chil- 
dren, whom I tenderly loved; might 
have eſcap'd the ruin; animated by 
this ſuppoſed poſſibility I haſtened for- 
ward, and mixing amongſt the crowd 
of frighted inhabitants, vainly ſearchd 
and enquired through the whole bla - 
zing town; ſo univerſal was the con- 
ſter- 


ieee, 


[ <33 1 


ſternation and terror, that ſcarce a 
perſon could give a rational anſwer; 
a were too much taken up by their 


own misfortunes to regard thoſe of 


ber, and I began to deſpar of re- 


W cciving any intelligence, when father 


Rodolphus accoſted me, with a com- 
poſure truly worthy a Chriſtian Phi- 
loſopher. My fon, ſaid he, tis now 
the time to put in practice thoſe vit- 
tuous principles, in which you were 
educated; amidſt this general deſola- 
tion, it is the indiſpenſible duty of 
every good man to ſet an example wor- 
thy of imitation; arm yourſelf with 
reſolution to bear with becoming for- 
titude the ills which Heaven inflicts, 
and let a proper reſignation to the 
will of God prove that you have de- 
ſerv d ſthe bleſſings he has ſo long 
Volz J. D lent 


| 


5 [44] I 
lent you.—Ah father, replied I, this 


introduction too well informs me of i | 


thoſe traths your kind compaſſion Wl 
fears to relate.—My beloved wife— 
my daughter, and tender infants are 


involy'd in the rains of my houſe, | : 
and I am the wretched ſurvivor of all 


that was dear to me! Your apprehen- 


Hons, rejoin'd he, are Juſt, the truly 5 FL 


great and good Artimiſſa, whoſe Wl 
virtue render'd her ſuperior to the 
fear of Death, was apprehenfive'only a * 
for her children; theſe ſhe foreſaw 
would be expoſed to more certain 
danger, in being truſted to the care 


of affrighted ſervants to conduct them 


through a town in flames, where the 
falling houſes every moment threat- 
en'd inevitable deſtruction; therefore 
choſe rather to wait the event, and, re- 

commending 
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#893 
commending herſelf and them to the 
protection of the Almighty, ſat down 
ſucrounded by her little ones with a 
ſirmneſs and tranquillity ſcarcely to 
be equall'd, and which could refult 
only from conſcious rectitude of heart, 
join'd to an abſolute reſignation. to 
the divine will: In this determina- 
tion, with an unmoved compoſure 
of mind every moment expecting the 
period of mortality, and rejoicing 
that you were at. a diſtant from, and 
ignorant of the dangers that ſur- 
rounded us, I left her, with reluc- 
tance, to give my aſſiſtance or advice 
to others, who ſtood more in need of 
Wit ; but had not reach'd the end of 
the ſtreet, before a ſhock, more vio- 
cut than any of the former, obliged 
me to catch hold of ſome palliſades 

D 2 to 
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to ſupport me from falling, when 
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turning my eyes involuntarily towards 
her houſe, at that inſtant ſeeing the 
door burſt open, and imagining ſhe 
had changed her ' reſolution, I was 
going back to aid her eſcape, but in , 


a moment—ſpare, cried I, the fad re- 
petition of my irreparable misfortune, 
theſe wretched eyes beheld the fatal 
cataſtrophe l- Why, juſt heaven, muſt 
life be to me prolong'd beyond the 
period of every poſſible happineſs ? 
Why, deareſt partner of my every 
Joy, was it not permitted me to ſhare 
your deſtiny ?---But fate ſhall not 
long divide me from you, that death 9 
which only can reſtore my peace may 
here at once, without a crime, be 
found, and yonder falling edifice 
ſhall ſend 1 diſembodied ſoul to 

ſeek 


i 1 

ſeek it's better half beyond the Grave, 
—Parewell, holy father, we meet no 
more on earth, this hour is my laſt, 
So ſaying, I endeavour'd to make the 
beſt of my way toward the church of 
Notre Dame, which was ſhaking 

from it's foundation with ſo much 
violence, as to make me fear it would 


become a heap of ruins before 1 


could get near enough to be buried 
under them. Frantic as I was with deſ- 
pair, I had yet religion enough (as it 
then appear'd to me) to be deſirous 
of depoſiting my body in conſecrated 
ground, and therefore choſe to meet 
Death in this place rather than the 
neareſt that offer d. The crowds, 
that were flying from that deſtruc- 
tion I courted, ſo much oppoſed my 
pe that the good Rodolphus, 
D 3 who 
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who, notwithſtanding his age and 


weakneſs, had with inexpreſſible la- 
bour and difficulty purſued my ſteps, 
came up to me, and laying hold on 


my arm, — What frenzy has poſſeſs'd | 


your ſoul (cried he with a command- 
ing air and reſolute tone, whilſt in 
his eyes compaſſion and anger ſeem- 
ed to diſpute the preeminence) what 
madneſs urges you to war with Hea- 
ven ? Shall man, offending man, dare 
murmur at his maker's will! Shall 
we, whoſe daily diſobedience has long 
and loudly call'd for his avenging 
wrath, dare toreſent thoſe puniſhments 
his juſtice ſends ! Recall your reaſon, 
be grateful for the favours you have 
long enjoy'd, and by a patient refig- 
nation make a tacit acknowledgment 


* 


| (1.3% ] 
of the Donor's indiſputable right ta. 
F reſume the bleſſings lent you. 


= Attempt not, replied I, in vain to 
B ] perſuade me to preſerve a life which 
is now become hateful to me—I fly 
not in the face of Heaven—be all it's 
2 Vin obey d but let me ſeek a ſpeedy 


grave, the only means by which I 


W now can join my deareſt Artimiſſa, 
and the tender pledges of our mutual 
| ; love: Her plaintive ghoſt now ho- 
f vering o'er my head upbraids my too 
unkind delay. Releaſe my erm leſt 
l, forgetful of the reverence due to 


our age and function, break from 
Hou with too rude a force. Gothen, 


he cried, go impious ſuicide and meet 
dme death you ſeek :—But know, your 
hopes again to find the lovely Arti- 
D 4 miſſa 


[4] 
miſſa ſhall be vain; her pure un- 
ſpotted ſoul has wing'd it's flight to . 
tnoſe bleſs'd realms, from whence Wl 
thy guilt ſhall baniſh thee forever ; 
enen now, perhaps, from yon bright ll 
arch ſhe looks with horror on thy 
mad reſolve, and grieves (if vii tuous 
minds removed from hence at ought 
can grieve) to ſee thy headſtrong 
folly on the point of rendering any 
future intercourſe between you, to all 3 
eternity, impoſſible. Go then, go make 4 
the loſs thou mourneſt irreparable! 4 
Convert this tranſient ſorrow to unal- 
terable Miſery, contend with power 
and goodneſs infinite, and draw down 
certain ruin on thyſelf; go, wiſcly 
change what Heaven defign'd but for 
a ſhort ſuſpenſion of your wenne 

| Pines 
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nes, for an endleſs ſeparation fron 


* MF you have ever held moſt dear. 
With conſcious ſhame I heard his 
Wuſt rebuke; convicted of my guilt 
onfeſs'd the fault, implored the holy 
father's abſolution, beg'd his direc- 
jon, and promis'd to obey his dic- 
tes. With tears of joy the good 
3 Rodolphus welcom'd my returning 
; reaſon, and ofter'd every conlolation 
Religion could afford: My mind grown 
calmer own'd the duty of ſubmiſſion, 
and endeavour'd to practice it. Though 
a grief unutterable, unſubdued, ſtill 
WW urged me to reject the force of rea- 
on, which ſcarce had power to re- 
; ſtrain my ſorrow within the bounds 
Jof a ſubmiſſive ſilence. The pious 
prieſt with pity ſaw the painful com- 
bat. 


* ka. Mutt > LS gs EEE AS _ _ — _ a _ : = . _ 
x . s : j a * a 1 4 pes © ; , ; _ — — — — 8 
"4 A * 20 VA 2 * 2 1 YE > x LY *: WM 4s a7; * = \ OST * 8 My 2 \ a : 
£ = 3 RAE BD ISO! 8 n —_ 5 S ' 3 ; 9 | 
- on R ' | \ | * 
— 4 „ 4 2 < : d -» = q a . * * * * 2 


4 Rn 2 
i 4 * . 


[ 42 J : 
bat. Come my ſon, ſaid he, let us 
diſcharge the duty of Chriſtians, by 
lending all the affiſtance in our pow- 3 


er to our follow ſufferers ; this is a 1 
time for action, we miſemploy it in 
converſing; Vour choice of Death 
muſt render you fearleſs of danger, 


my duty bids me difregard it; and 
though my feeble arm, enervated by 1 
age, can be of little uſe, my exhorta- 
tions to the dying, and my calmer Wi 
councel to thoſe whom fear renders 
inactive, and incapable af judging, 
may yet be feryiceable.—Let us 
therefore bend our ſteps where the 
greateſt danger requires the moſt Wi 
ſpeedy aſſiſtance.ä— Lend your aid in 
helping to convey the fick, the weak, 
the infant and the aged, to a place of 


ſafety, with their leaſt cumberſome 
and 
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asd moſt valuable effects: If during 
his employment ſome rocking edi- 
l Wice ſhould bury you beneath it's ru- 
ns, you will meet Death nobly, and 
he laſt act of piety enſure to you a 
orious immortality. This motive 
ad all the weight with me he wiſh- 
| d to give it, a dawning hope reani- 
| : ated my breaſt, half my ſorrows 
W:cm'd diſpers'd, and I follow'd him 
ich an alacrity that in ſuch a ſitua- 
on is ſcarcely conceivable. 


| 
| 
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8 a fortnight has elapſed fine * 

you left town, without my 2 | 

hearing any thing from you, I begin b | 
to be apprehenſive that you have for- 
gotten your promiſe; and I expect to 3 

much pleaſur eand improvement from | 14 


your correſpondence not to reming oe 
you of the performance. 


[ 4s ] 
I muſt do you the juſtice to ac- 
WE nowledge that you have ſupported 
| Pour opinion with more art, and in- 
WS-cnuity, than any body I have met 
with on that fide of the queſtion. 
Nat nevertheleſs, all that has been 
a, either by yourſolf, or your great 
W:itron Mr. Lock, has not yet con- 
inced me that the mind owes all her 
nowledge to ideas received from ma- 


i etial objects, and convey'd by the 

gans of ſenſe; this, I think, is 
| 4 making the ſuperior part of our com- 
ooſition depend wholly for its advan- 
J tages, and improvements, on the in- 
eerior. On ſuch a ſuppoſition the body 
ss ſo far from being a clog on the 


mental powers, that the latter are aſ- 
ſiſted and benefited by the union, 


Is 
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ls there a thinking man whoſe es- 
perience does not prove this to be 
falſe? Have not the wiſeſt men, in 
all ages, lamented the impoffibiliy 
of exceeding the bounds which con: 
fins the human capacity, and ſenſi- Wh 
bly felt the powers of the mind fet- | 
ter'd by the ſhackles of mortality! | 
Have you not found, when thinking Wi 
cloſely on any very abſtruſe ſubject, ſh 
a latent power in your mind of ex- 
panding itſelf beyond the narrow 1i- i 
mits, which circumſcribe the know- F 
ledge of man, and evidently felt the 
mental powers painfully reftrain'd by | | 


the union of matter? You are too 
ingenuous, I dare ſay, to diſown a truth, 
however ſtrongly it may make againſt 


your ſide of the queſtion; and can- 0 


not, ſurely, but often have experienced 


the 


0 


: L 

ne fact: Inſtances of ſuch a nature 
1 happen'd ſo frequently to my- 
elf, as to amount nearly to a demon- 
1 tation, that the ætherial ſomething 
ich animates this clod, is by that 
s much reſtrain'd from exerting its 
ative powers, as a man who peeps 
Wthrough the grates of a priſon is con- 
ned by the bars that intercept his 
aſſage; the analogy might be car- 
3 ried on, and the ſmall diſtance be- 
Wwcen thoſe bars not very improperly 
2 ompared to the organs of ſenſe; 
Whrough which juſt what is paſſing 
Yana particular diſtrict only can be diſ- 
Weover'd ; to all beyond, the impene- 
rrable walls intercept the view. In 


Wand how great the advantages] how 
| mcreaſed 


either caſe, remove the obſtruction, 


1 48 J 
increaſed the enn of! Kno- 
ledge! 44:25 11 


| Why i in dhe one ſhall we hay th 
vatural aud inherent powers more . 
than in the other, when it is plain 
the exertion of them is equally ri 
ſtrain d in both? ; 
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= long much to 1 what you I 
| have farther to urge in behalf f 
"Tyſtem that, 1 confeſs, 1 ſhould be 
_ forry to {ce ſo well ſupported as oi 
| convince me of its certainty, —l fe ; 
"ou ready to anſwer, that in the ſearch 
of truth we ought to throw away "al 
prejudice, and be abſolutely indiffe- 
ent on which fide it is found, True 


but if your inclination to either is not 


permitted to bias the judgment, we maſ 
T5 ;. 40% þ 
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be equally open to conviction, which 
is the only neceſſary point; thus you 
ſhall ever find me; and ſhould your 
arguments prove ſtronger than my 
objections, I ſhall readily ſubmit, 
though ſuch a change of opinion will 
be a little mortifying, as you know 
it muſt conſiderably lefſen my own 
conſequence, by lowering the ſtan- 
dard of human nature in general. 
Be that as it may, I am proof againſt 
all the conſequences, and at preſent 
chiefly occupied by the deſire of hear- 
ing ſoon from you, do not in this 
diſappoint my expectation, and you 
will much oblige, 


Yours, &c. 
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Adis; 


EFORE -I- received the letter 
you have honour'd me with, 
the incloſed Was wrote. and ſeal'd 5 
by that you will be convinced that J 
was not ſo blind to my own advan- 
tage, as to neglect the opportunity 
of improvement, which, by the cor- 
reſpondence you have promiſed to 
favour me with, I may have the'l 
happineſs of enjoying. If my argu- 

ments have any. weight with you, it 


{4873 

will: ſufficiently authenticate them 
to myſelf, and confirm my opinion 
if not, I chall have the good , for- 
lune to be better inſtrycted by a per- 
W foo. whoſe judgment I have the high- 
eſt opinion of, and to whom, I ſhall 
| | alw aysz with the greateſt truth ſub- 
Wicribe myſelf a much obliged, and 


' qbedient bumble ere =, 1 


Navan, 


| [ N A ate * 1 2 you 
Las. pleaſed to allow me to ſhare, 
N had ſome diſgute concerning the 8 
ö as of the -powers- of, the mind 
=E "" "W-# on 


. 


| | and ſchools; and, conſequently, i 


be, whether I bear off the laurel, off 
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'6n which you ſpoke with that liver. 
neſs peculiar to your ſex, but wit 
chat perſpicuity and judgment pecu . 
Tar only to yourſelf: As J took the q 
oppoſite fide of the argument, bein F 
"prejudiced perhaps in the rob 3 
doctrine, ſo, tilt I am more thi 
roughly convinced, I am ready t 
defend it; and as it is a point d } 
conſequence i in metaphyſics, Lama 
willing to loſe this opportunity 


having my notions on the ſub; | 
clear d up ſatisfactorily; which mui 


lay it at your feet; for if the fir ; 
W's < am certain my arguments have be 
ſeriouſſy wel igh'd by an impartial: h 
_ judicious critic ; one who obeys 
ture, not the pedantic laws of hlt 


apps 
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approbation of them renders me cer- 
tain | for the future: If the laſt, I 
call have an opportunity of conſi- 
| dering it in an unprejudiced light, 
and of having it convey'd to me with 
the additional advantage of grace and 
decoration, This, Madam, I hope will 
be ſome excuſe for my taking this 
liberty, Some old Greek, I forget 
who, ſays: In ſearch of know- 
* 33 you may break through « de- 

AR and falſe pomp.” 


"The pr, in diſpute ! is, wherher 
the mind is entirely nurtured by ma- 


u erial ideas, (I do not ſay form d 


or Whether it has i in it ſelf, indepen- 
dent of matter, any ſtore of notions 
or prediſpoſitions :—Of the firſt i- 
pion I haye declar ed 1 m yielf. | 


\ 
71189460 1 1 " 8 E 3 Tay 
„6 U 155 0 ; 

EY £ 


* 


2 14 1 
Mi "may probed | to ptove y op. 
Bien two ways, either firft, "by 

beginning with the moſt compler 
and abſtrated p powers of the miſt, 
and tf tracing de down to fitnple 
material ideas; or, "fecondly, by be⸗ 
Hani with hmple ideas, and gr. 
du forming the moft cbmpler 
powers of the mind. The firſt, the 
analitical method ſuppoles mat) 
things. known, which | ought | not to 
be ſuppoſed, and even, with. ſoch 
ſuppoſition is moſt difficult. "The 
laſt  uppoles. nothing know, and 
0 difficult, is, I think, preferable 
to the ther. That therefore you 
muft 1 5 70 me to follow. 
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"Firſt then „let a body be formi 
fitted for ae lie, i it be of the 


0 
wol 
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moſt ſimple tructure, and haye the 
feweſt organs that it poſiibly can, 
ſuch a one is the Oy ſter ; all that i is 
negeſſary for it, is food.—F ood | gives 
it a ſenſe of fullneſs and pleaſore— 
Hunger, emptineſs and pain. Here 
are all the ſenſations this animal feels, 
and, you ſe it only capable. af pler⸗ 
ſure and pain, which are the twa 


moſt ſimple affections. : 1 


Now 1 choſe this almoſt pe 
nized animal to expreſs my firſt | no- 
tions of the ſimple powers of the 
mind: Let us ſtep forward immedi. 
ately to mankind, and firſt conſider 
the wild untaught fayage: Let us 
fiſt recollect the ſenſes, and "the 
power of the ſenſes. EW him 


. e a placed. in 
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nd country: Light, under all it's vas 
ribus modifications, ſtrikes his eye; 
Sound, under all the variety of 
vibrations, affects his ear; and, from 
the wonderful texture and conf gu- 
ration of the different organs of ſenſe, 
à vaſt diverſity of ideas ſtrike him. 
From the different mode in which 
theſe act on the ſenſes, he finds ſome 
agreeable, and ſome the reverſe: 
Some give pleasure, and ſome give 
pain: : What do we mean by plea 
ſure ? A certain placid delightful ſen. 
fation, that makes us devoid of feat: 
What by pain? the contrary.” Sup 
poſe now the mind poſſeſſes theſe tw 
notions of pain and pleaſure: Next 
let us conlider the variety and divi- 
ſion of each. From à diverſified 
few of figures, before the mind i 

95 AWALIFs 
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aware, a notion of beauty ariſes, for 
] believe, that independent of what. 
we call fancy or taſte, there is a cer- 
tain arrangement of form, that con- 
ſtitutes true beauty: From hearken-. 
ing to ſounds a notion of harmony 
is form'd ; for as of beauty, ſo of 
harmony —A | certain ſymmetry and 
regularity of parts conſtitute the for 
mer; a certain correſpondency or uni. 
on of ſounds produce the latter, — 
This may be carried on throughout, 
and with regard to all the other ſenſes 
will hold good. All this time you 
will ſay, whence comes the mind to 
judge of theſe ? I anſwer, that I be» 
keve the mind, or ſoul, has in itſelf 
certain powers that form it, and that- 
the power of compariſon is the chief; 
but a8 BO: compariſon can be made 
18978 with- 
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without ſubjects, ſo the mind could 
have no/ exertion without material 
ideas. The hiſtory of the creation 
life, by this J underſtand, that he 
infuſed an immaterial principle, that 
was to be brought into action by 
matter: As fire, according to ſome 
other matter, ſo, as I ſaid before, 
without material ideas, the mind has 

; £ 7 wy 1009801 tire) w U £1170] 
nn enen es $112 6 
From the impreſſions af harmony, 
beauty, &c. received, retain'd, and 
applied; from the knowledge of gaod 
and evil, pleaſure and pain all firſtae- 
ceived from material objects, but now 


_— conceived and im preſſed 
by, 


19 1 
by, or on an immaterial principle) 
we have notions form d, abſtracted 
Idras, and ſuch may we now apply 
yarioufly to the actions of life. Now 
obſerve, that prudence and judgment 
are not powers of the mind origi- 
nally placed there, but gradually 
ment 2: A juſt concluſion from facts. 
What is prudence ? the. offspring of 
judgment, or a wiſe plan of conduct 
form d thereon, Can a judgment be 
form'd without foregoing fats? Facts 
at firſt are unpremeditated, and by 
their conſequences alone determined 
form'd from unpremeditated ac - 
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Judgment is not then inſtinctive 
in the mind, and we vain boaſters, 
who look upon ourſelves as much ſu- 
petior to other creatures, have only 
this ſuperior knowledge from ſupe- 
rior memory and communication of 
notions. The wild ſavage is little 
art than the brute; his judgment 
in itſolf is triſing, his prudence leſs, 
he is fupported by appetites, and 
only directed by them 


From del ideas then we rl 
acquired a ſenſe of pain and pleaſure; 
from the ſame ſource We have ob- 
tain d a knowled ge of harmony, beau- 
ty, and true flavor; and laſtly, drawn 
certain abſtracted notions of them, 
- whichwe. apply to different abſtracted 
"es From: the Wannen of 
das b & of unpre: 
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unpremeditated actions, dictated by 
paſſion, ſenſation, or chance, cer- 
tain effects have been produced. ; 
which collected, have, as they relate 
to happineſs or miſery, been retain d, 
and een has been form'd. 

Here, I ans conclude, 1 1 
ue: J do ſo, I ſhall endeavour. to 
bring ſome illuſtrations of this opi- 

nion. 
7 ui % 1195 Eon 
"Firſt, ' Was it poſſible 5 it is 
cory to form a man abſolutely with- 
ent the "inlets to material ideas, 
would that man have any ideas at 
all ? F believe not. And my reaſon 
for this opinion is drawn from leſſer 
inſtances of the ſame kind. I know 
à Gentleman who is deaf, and was 
conſe» 
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.conſequently.dumb, until eleven years 
of age, when he was taught to under- 
ſtand byſigns, and toſpeak ;fincewhich 
time he has made a vaſt proficiency 
in the ſciences 3 being now an ad- 

mirable mathematician, and a man 
of honor, probity, and virtue. When 
he ſpeaks of himſelf he ſays, that be- 
fore the time he: began to learn, he 
knew little or nothing, chat he looks 

upon that ſtate as a pre- exiſtence, but 

has no notion of its length; he thinks 
- he. lived a thouſand thouſand: years 
--.2g0, ag he expreſſes it ;- and to: ſhew 
that natural judgment is trifling, this 
Sontleman, tho) a man ef rank, Wo 
conſequently: was properly attended 
to, Was ſo aukyyard and ſo irregular in 
his imitations, that he has ſcarcely 
yet! learned to walk: Which proves 
Mahlen that 


. 

mat unpremeditated actions, which 

floy not from premeditated judgment, 

but from ſenſe, paſſion, or chance, 

by their effects produce prudence. 

For when this Gentleman began to 5 

underſtand the admonitions and in- 

ſtractious of his friends, his mental | 
powers increaſed amazingly. - 


As; ſoon as we have reach'd. ſuch - 
2 cultivated: ſtate of man, that avaſt 
variety of conſequences are known, 
and what we call wifdom, judgment, 
reaſon, produced, we find it equally 
difficult to trace the origin of de- 
tach d opinions concerning fello - 
ſhips, friendſhips, the origin of the 
gy ſenſations, generoſity, 'refine- 
ment of | ſentiment, taſte, and ſo 


ene, equally. difficult, asd it 
would 
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or determinations of the mind, may, 
from the complexity, be traced to 
ſimple ideas, I will ſelect friend- 
ſhip.ä—— What is friendſhip? A 
certain tie between individuals, that 
obliges them to ſerve each other a 
far as poſſible: Whence | ariſes. it! 
Either from ſimularity of diſpoli- 
tions, or an approbation or admiti- 
tion of the diſpoſitions of each other. 
What are theſe: diſpoſitions? Cei- 
tain determinations to do good of 
barm. What is good? Whatever 
n to the advantage of CS 


7 In 


would be from a mixture of every 
colour, and ſhade of colour toge- 
ther, to detect the particles, and trace 
the production of every new teint. 
However, to ſhew you that ſome of 
even the moſt abſtracted operations, 
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In. what 1 conſiſts 1 the 5 advantage of | 


mankind? In ſupporting the neceſ- 
pineſs of mankind. The neceſſaries 


of life are food and raiment; theſe 


dictated by want, known by ſen- 
ſation, remedied by material powers, 
and material qualities. So might 
we proceed till we had traced back 
the hole: to the ſame ſource. 1 


{Leſt I ſhould tire your patience, 
and be thought to impoſe on good- 
nature, 4# muſt here ſtop, begging 
that you will not imagine that this 
letter is thought properly diſpos d, as 


guments as they occurr' d, and not to 
place them in ſo convincing a light 
das perhaps they might have been, 
Vol. I. F being 
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being oblig'd to write as faſt as poſ- 
fible, and have now hardly time to 
fay, that with the loweſt ſubmiſſion 
to your opinion, 


I am, 
Go 2) 


Mapa, 


Tour moſt obedient 


tumble frvn 


1 


rt. 


To Mrs. G. 


T gives me infinite. pleaſure, my 
dear Madam, to find you enter 
ſo perfectly into the character of my 
friend, by which alone a true judg- 
ment can be form'd of her conduct. 
Your obſervation is very juſt with 
regard to the ſingularity of her diſ- 
poſition ; 'tis indeed that ſingularity 
only which makes it blamable, for it 
muſt undoubtedly be allow'd, that 
could the tender and affectionate 
friendſhip, for which her heart is 
ſo peculiarly form'd, ſubfiſt, un- 
mix'd with any degree of paſſion, be- 
F 2 tween 
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tween young perſons of different 
ſexes, it would neceſſarily raiſe the 
human nature much nearer to per- 
fection, by diveſting it of thoſe ſtrong 
incitements which daily lead, I had 
almoſt ſaid impel, the greateſt part of 
mankind*to actions which their cooler 
judgment ſeverely cenſures, and which 
can never be ſeriouſly reffected on, 
without the painful ſenſation that 
1s inſeparably connected with a diſ- 
approbation of our own conduct. 


But admitting this pretty theore- 
tical ſyſtem unexceptionable in itſelf, 
the experience of all ages having 
proved the difficulty of reducing it 
to practice ſo great, as to amount 
almoſt to an impoſſibility, no ſenſi- 
ble perſon can be juſtified in the 
e {5 eager 
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eager. purſuit of a phantome, that 
moſt probably will forever elude their 
embr acc, | 


In excuſe for Mrs. P——, how- 
ever, it may with truth be urged, 
that the certain power ſhe felt in 
herſelf of practiſing her favourite 
ſyſtem in its fulleſt extent of affec- 
tionate tenderneſs to either ſex indiſ- 
criminately (not only without form- 
ing the moſt tranſient wiſh to exceed 
the bounds it preſcrib'd, but even 
without conſidering whether, the 
minds to which ſhe was warmly 
attach'd, inhabited either male or 
female forms) muſt in ſome meaſure 
juſtify an opinion that theſe ſenti- 
ments could not be peculiar to her- 
{elf ; ; and, conſequently, that other 
F | perſons 
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perſons might be found of the ſame 
turn, and capable of an equal degree 
of refinement ; the behaviour of one 
of the moſt ſenſible and polite of her 
admirers, ferved to confirm this opi- 
nion, who convinced of the ſince- 
rity of her declarations by the con- 
ſtant openneſs of her conduct, in 
which there was not the leaſt degree 
of affectation or referve, would not 
hazard the abatement' of the tender 
affection ſhe frankly own'd for him, 

by acknowledging the leaſt mixture 
of paſſion, in the friendſhip he pro- 
* $ 0 for her—but of this thre) 


a part of her behaviour was 
diametrically oppoſite to thoſe per- 
fons, who under the cloak of what 

rey” call platonic love ſcru ple not 

to 


11 

to indulge every liberty, that only EX - 
cepted, which deſtroys the ſyſtem ; but 
which too frequently follows in its turn 
without any ſuch original intention. 


It was an invariable rule with her 
never to permit any freedoms z and 
I am. very certain that no man ever 
receiv'd. a greater favour from her 
than the permiſſion to kiſs her hand, 
till ſhe bad fixed on the perſon, on 
whom ſhe reſolved to beſtow it; ex- 
clufive of civil falutes in company, 
or in the preſence of her parents, by 
perſons authoriſed by them to -pay 
their addreſſes to her: This proba 
bly might be the reſult of a peculiar 
kind of pride imbibed from the ſtile 
of the ancient romances ; all of 

which, voluminqus as they are, ſhe 
F 4 had 
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nad read before the age of - fifteen 
Notwithſtanding theſe have been ſo 
. deſervedly condemn'd, they are cer- 
tainly leſs pernicious than the mo- 
dern novels, as the perfect purity of 
ſentiment they inſpire; ! in ſome meaſure 
compenſates for the romantic notions 
at the fame time convey d; the caſe 
is ſo evidently different in the latter 
ſpecies of writing, that 'tis needleſs 
to purſue the compariſon ; but happy 
would it be for ſucceeding genr:tions, 

if all 6 n 1 were n Ps 


G and lively, or rather giddy, 
as her turn naturally was, no perſon 
could be more ſteady and” reſolute 
on occaſions wherein ſhe thought it 

74 neceſſary to be ſo. I remember to 


. have heard her father remark, that 
when 
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when extemely young, if under the 
fear of puniſhment, ſhe would rea- 
ſon with ſo much gravity and ju- 
ſtice to prove to him, that the 
intended correction was become 
unneceſſary by her thorough ſen- 
ſibility of the fault, and reſolution 
of amendment, (the only end he 
could propoſe by it) that ſne ſeldom 
failed to ſucceed, - after | being kept 
ſome time in ſuſpenſe, to continue 
a conyerſation, that while it ex- 
ercis'd her reaſon diſcover'd the 
ſtrength of it ; for the danger was no 
ſooner over, than ſhe became again 
the perfect child; and, to uſe his 
own expteſſion, ſeem' d in an inſtant 
to have loſt more than twenty years 
growth of underſtanding. _. 


[on 1 
Her fortune, her appearance, and 
the. capacity of rendering herſelf 
equally; agreeable «to the grave, or 
gay, gave her a great number of ad- 
mirers: Thoſe who appcar' d to be 
ſeriouſly attach d to her ſhe never 
trifled with, by giving any encou- 
ragement to a paſſion that could 
only be productive of uneaſincfs to 
themſelves ; the very few whoſe un- 
derſtanding and behaviour render d 
their converſation perfectly agreeable 
toher, after having diſmiſſed as lovers, 
ſhe endeavour d to. retain as friends, 
and to form with them that inti- 
mate, tender, mental connection, 
which her lively imagination had 
painted as the ſummit of human fe- 
city. Repeated diſappointments in 


this n were far from in- 
rt ducing 
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ducing her to relinquiſh the attempt ; 
inſtead of aſſigning the natural and 
obvious cauſe, ſhe imputed every 
diſappointment only to her having 
form'd too high an opinion of the 
perſon ; and no longer eſteem d, or 
wiſh'd to contract a friendſhip with 
any man, whom ſhe found incapable 
of that refin'd affection with which 
ſhe had endeavoured to inſpire him; 
but {till cheriſſrd the hope of meet- 
ing with ſome minds exactly correſ- 
ponſive to her own, whoſe ſociety 


would afford her that perfect happi- 
neſs ſhe had form d fo high an ideaof. 


ſt may reaſonably be thought that 
this romantic purſuit muſt, at her 
age, have expoſed her to the greateſt 

dangers ; but againſt theſe, her natu- 
ral diſpoſition was the ſtrongeſt 
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guard; and, young as ſhe then was, 
her obſervation was too accurate to 
run even a hazard of that kind: 
She never contracted any intimacy 
with libertines.—Educated in the 
moſt ſtrictly virtuous principles her- 
ſelf, ſhe looked on thoſe as eſſential 
in a friend, and could never allow 
any other advantages to compenſate 
for a deficiency herein; where a good 
- heart appear d to be wanting, the 
moſt brilliant qualities never ee 
her regard. 1 


- Her acquiſtance 's were very m- 
merous, but thoſe whorn ſhe eſteem d 
or even liked, were very few; 
yet, unhappily, that love of adny- 
ration, which has already been le- 


mark d as the ruling paſſion, inclind 
DP her 


1 

her to retain, by deluſive hopes, every 
inſignificant coxcomb who was proud 
of being ranked amongſt the number 
of thoſe diſtinguiſh'd by the moſt 
trifling of her favours. The frequent 
admonitions of a very ſenſible and 
ſagacious friend, whoſe long expe- 
rience, and thorough knowledge of 
the world, perfectly qualified him 
for an able monitor, were ineffec- 
tual, tho' he repreſented, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, the ill conſequences 
that muſt unavoidably attend ſo im- 
prudent a conduct; to the truth of 
theſe remonſtrances her reaſon aſ- 
ſented ; but, vanity prevailing over 
her better judgment, there was no 
perſuading her to renounce the plea» 
fare of being follow'd by a train of 
admirers, and laughing at the envy 
excited 
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excited by the deſpotic power. ſhe 
exercis d over them, regardleſs of the 
pernicious effects which _ ſeldom 


r ere 


11 any excuſe can be allow'd for 


the - indulging a diſpoſition to be 
pleaſed with railing painful ſenſa- 
tions in the breaſt of thoſe who can- 
not, without repining, fee any ſu- 
perior advantages enjoy'd by another, 
it can only be when thoſe ſenſations 
are produced by imaginary advan- 
tages, and the vain deſire of poſs 
ſeſſing things iu themſelves not in the 
leaſt eſſential to the comforts, or con- 
veniencies of liſe, and even then, 
the thoughtleſs gaiety of youth muſt 
be W into the account "Y 3 We 


Ver 
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" Very different is that diſpoſition 
which, to the end of life, ſeems to va- 
lue the goods of fortune principally 
on account of the opportunities they 
afford for this kind of mean, I had 
almoſt ſaid malicious, triumph over 
theirfellow creatures; ſome of whom, 
perhaps with a much ſuperior de- 
gree of intrinſic merit, ſuſtain inau- 
merable inconveniencies from the 
unequal diſtribution of riches. Cer- 
tain it is, that many indulge this 
fort of fooliſh vanity to a degree of 
l- nature that they are not them- 
ſelves at all ſenſible of; a ſtriking in- 
ſtance of it in Lady F — this 
morning has led me into a train of 
melancholy reflections on the im- 
perfections of the human mind: She 
call'd on me before ten, and, in an- 
1 ſwer 


F [ 80 ] 
ſwer to the ſurpriſe I expreſs'd toſee 
her abroad fo early, faid, / ſhe had 
riſen” three hours before her uſual 
time to make the moſt of fo fine a 
day.—Fine! ſaid I with -aftoniſh- 
ment, what can be more diſagree- 
able than ſnow !—nothing but abſo- 
late neceſſity would carry me out in 
fluch weather, was it only in com- 
paſſion to the ſervants and horſes.— 
Servants and horſes ! replied the good 
Lady, repeating my words ironically 
What an antiquated ſet of no- 
tions you philoſophical people adopt; ; 
who elſe would have thought of ftu- 
dying the convenience of creatures 
who are kept merely for our own? 
"Tis pity that a woman of) your ſenſe 
ſhould have fo little ſpirit—Now” tis 


= 8 pleaſure i in the world to 
me 
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me, tho I am almoſt ſtary'd with 
cold, to rattle about the ſtreets in 
my chariot, and mortify the poor de- 
vils, who are obliged to wade on 
foot thro” the ſnow, and ſeem every 
minute ready to tumble with their 
noſes againſt a poſt; I ſhall drive half 
over the town this morning to di- | 
vert myſelf with the odd figures, and. 
pet home but juſt in time to be dreſs'd 
by dinner, — Where would be the 
charms of rank and fortune, if they 
did not make one the object of envy 
to thoſe who > have them not! Be- 
lere me, my dear Madam, faid I, 
they can never be productive 0 of real 
happineſs | to the poſſeſſor, but when 
employ d to improve the minds, and 
alleviate, the pains of the inferior 


5 of mankind, both by lud 


TILES 


For. I 


{ 8 3 


etamples, and pecuniary benefits; 
and I am ſupris' d that you, who are 
naturally of ſo: compaſſionate a diſ- 
poſition, ſhould delight in A truce 
with this moralizing ſtrain, replied 
Lady F., the poor creatures who 
carry burthens are the only objects of 
*compaſſion ; theſe I pity, but divert 
myſelf with'theetnbacraſlinent ofthe 
Teſt, abd enjoy every face of envy 
that" 'paſſes me I know all yon 
would ſay, but can't ſtay to hear it 
no Good morrow How / much 
"pleaſure you loſe by your grave 
feflections 1 Then running down 
ſtalts, without giving me time toroply, 
"Rept Ie pany -and drove off, 
TYNE enen STNSTFZS 10 19NKLL 
5 1 have given.. yon chis ſhort oo 
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bo other would {6 well convey the 
idea, which muſt be annex d to 
theni. What a ſtrange. ſpecies of 
amuſement is this! The impreſſion 
which the recital makes on your , 
mind will; I date ſay, be ſimilar to 
that left by the incident on mine. 
Lady F. poſſeſſes a thouſand. 
good qualities, for which L love her. 
but vanity-and falſe pride caft ſo dark 
a ſhade over the whole, as totally to 
Kane, die made beightnels of her 


be favours ef Raven 4 e 
without! regret and real concern ? In 
telieving the wants of the indigent 
the ie liberal to; proſuſion :; pein, 
ſickneſs, or extreme poverty, never 
Ale di aint for her affiftance I am 
"Giochi ade oo protect form 
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-oftentation ;' yet the general tenor of 
her conduct has occaſion'd its being 
Wholly imputed to this motive; by 
-which the benefit of fo laudable an 
5 28 65 is er loft, | 

e 1 S reflection it is, 
that people of good underſtandings, 
who ſeem to judge rationally in every 
thing elſe, ſhould often be fo ridi- 
culouſſy vain of accidental adyan- 
tages, which the next moment may 
put a final period to: In the inſtant 
of diſſolution what diſtinction re- 
mains between the monarch and the 
peaſant, that only excepted- which 
ſuperior: virtue gives? and when this 
happens on the ſide of the latter, 
What a mortifying change of ſitua- 
2— enſue | n perhaps 
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the continuance of that falſe pride, 
which can no longer be -gratified; 
may give - more poignant anguiſh 
than any poſitive puniſhment could 
inflict.— Add to this, the conſci - 
ouſneſs of having totally neglected 
thoſe mental improvements, which 
tank and fortune afford the means 
of making in the higheſt degree; 
with the ſhame that, to ſuch diſpo- 
6800s, muſt neceſſarily reſult from 
appearing, in every ſenſe, . below 
thoſe beings who were ſo late bey 
held with a ſupercilious contempt, 
and ſay, if a ſtate of more excrus. 
_ torment can be conceiv d. 


Those who — to Fs gh at 
the ſacred writings as uophilofothi- 
cal, for threatening departed ſpirits 


[ 8 ] 
with the puniſhment of corporea] 
fire, may one day on the meta- 
phor too weak to expteſt the 
grief, deſpair, and anguiſh, ariſing 
from the fad reflection, that the y 
is ſpent, the Pour for ever loft, which 
well Employ'd, might have ſeoured 
eternal honour, and everlafting bap- 
pine! Thefe, my dear Madam,” ate 
in fibre for you, but albu, me to 
hope, that the" perfect tewward of 
your” virtue may be deferr'd 41 4 
mortal vehicle no lon ger confines the 
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4 Vo heart, W. dear Louiſa, 4 8M 27 — 
firongly characteriſed in the concern 
you, expre(s for the account that has 
been tranſmitted, to you of poar Mi 
Harrigt, with whom yqu had ſayery 
light an acquaintance I wiſh it, was 
in my power io give you the. pleaſure 


of, contradicting the reports. yop | 
have heard with ſo much concern, 


but certain it is, that ſhe left her 
father's houſe above three -months 
ago ; her abſence was conceal'd, as 
long as poſſible, in hopes of her re- 
dun; b hitherto they have not been 
able to diſcover what is become of 
her ; the.Family, I believe, have no 


= 
doubt that Mr. — has per- 
ſuaded her to e and 
provided a ſecret place for her reſi- 
dence, but this it is not thought pro- 
per to tax him with upon a bare 
preſumption, and no proof of it can 
yet be obtain d. The girl is greatly 
to be pitied; who is much leſs” to 


plame than her parents they could 


not be blind to Harriot's growing 
affection for Mr., and yet were 
continually inviting him to their 
houſe, as if to give them every poſ- 
ſible opportunity of being together; 
their increaſing attachment was ob- 
ſery'd by every body, and gave riſe 
to reports much to her diſadvantage, 
An intimate friend to the family tooł 
an opportunity of telling the old 
"OT: in the eatleſt: terms, how 

15 much 
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much her daughter's reputation ſuf» 
ferd in the world by ſo particular 
an intimacy with a man of a general 
bad character, who was not unmat᷑ · 
ried by the ſeparation from his wife, 
and, conſequently, could not even 
make a pretence of honourable Ad- 
dreſſes; hinting, in the moſt tender 
manner, the real danger to which the 
girl muſt be expoſed by the continu- 
unt erer e an mm 18 

20 nſtead of Wan this i inform. 
tion in the grateful manner it de- 
ſerved, both the mother and father 
expreſs d the warmeſt reſentment to- 
wards their prudent friend whom they 
treated as the author and propagator 
of a ſcandalous report. They are 
now, t00 late, become ſenſible of 
ü: their 
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cheir error, and, 1 believe. tral 
griev'd at the conſequences; were 
they the only ſufferers,” I Thbul nut 
feel much for them; their” pride 
towards their *equals, and ' infblence 
to their inferiors,” well deſerve the 
ſevereſt mortification. This has been 
4 dreadful ont, chey im dt 
Bumbled by it; aud, as it always 
happens to perſons whoſe Hiwghty 
depottment has made innumictable 
er every body ſcents 1 Te: 


their Th ti AER a Sies! ud. non 
iti 1 innen 4949 228124 
cl city ut ken 
| the an'imperiots' behaviour, which 
is ſure to entail the hatred of all, 
Who habe been affronted by it, and 
that muſt be every one on whom it 
WHY) | | has 
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has heen praQiſcd. Nothing js mote 
unbecoming, or diſtaſteful, than that 
fort aß falſe pride, which reſults from 
the; accidental ſuperiority of rank, t 
fortune z/ Seldom. is this found, united 
with any valuable qualities of tha 
mind. büt was it blended with innu- 
wetable virtues, twould ſo. obſcure 
their luſtre, that not one in a thou- 
ſnd | would. have penetration enough 
v diſcoyer. their exiſtence. inſtead 
8 , procuring. reſpect and deference, 
it pſuglly diſappoints its own inten- 
tion, by raiſing a diſlike, that gladly 
ſeizes every opportunity of giving 
mortification.— I, doubt the family 
in queſtion, will daily experience the 
uuth of this ohſeryation, and, very 
probably, on this account be obliged 
bort aher their beha- 


dc viour 
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viour | has  render'd them perfectly 
diſagreeable.Vou will grieve for 
poor Harriot, who has, I fear, fal- 
len - a: ſacrifice to the pride, and im- 


prudence of her parents; ſhe; is by 
far the moſt ſenſible and beſt tem- 


per d of the family; and thoſe who 
ſeem pleaſed with their mortification, 


lament her misfortune, and with ei- 
ther of the other ſiſters had been the 
victim, whom not a creature fun 


bare pitied. os it le bb 


e dd Louiſa, have you 
been in the attentive care of a ſenſi- 
ble, virtuous, and . prudent mother, 
who watch d your growing incl 
nations, and, with an art almoſt pe- 
culiar to herſelf, inſenſibly gave them 


a proper direction; to this you are 
indebted 


6 
. 
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indebted for that excellent turn of 
mind, which has effectually ſecured 
you from all the follies that, too of- 
teh, not only render young ladies 
the object of ridicule, but expoſe 
them to the hazard of falling an eaſy 
prey to thoſe who nf art e o 
1 . W fide,” a 


1 n 
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It is matter of aſtoniſhment to 
me; that many wiſe men have 


held it as a maxim, that all improve= 
ment of the minds of women is 
diſadvantageous to them. My Lord 
D, as elever a man as any the 
ige he lived in produced, educated 
four daughters upon this princi cle, v 
in almoſt total ignorance, nor would 
even ſuffer them to learn to write.— — 
r 10 them were married young, 


R made 


. 
made very inſignificant and extratd- 
gant wives, had each à numerous 
family, amongſt whom not one 
mages tc tolerable igure! in the © Word. 
The firſt fix vcars fs his li 
ought to be wholly under the direc- 
tion of its mother; experience will 
prove that the impreſſions made dur- 
g this petiod' are of  ittimenſe conſe- 
quence through all future life; ought 
Jhe chen notto be properly qualified to 
diſcharge an office of ſuchi impor⸗- 
tance ? and how is that poſſible if her 
own mind is wholy uninſtructed 7 tt 
will not be Jong, 1 find, my dear 
Lovila," aloe © vou enter” into an 
engagement that may ſoon make this 
x. part of your duty, whenever that 


k#ppens, 1 have O doubt but you 
will 
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will act in this with the ſame propriety 
vou Ae done on all other oerabons. 


"As: you. — fo much pleaſed. with 


my tranſlation I ſhall proceed with 
alacrity; and, from time to time, in- 
cloſe, as many pages as the ſize of a 
ener, will . properly, carry. I had 
Folge receive. your remarks on the 

ty. than give you mine; ſhould we 
— to differ in opinion, you ſhall 
then always have my ſentiments, and 
realons for the.diflent,; ; but i it wilt give 
me more pleaſure to hear your's firſk; 
Adieu, my dear Looiſa, that your wiſ- 
dom and happineſs may increaſe mah 
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Is impoſſible to deſcribe to 
and:undiſturb'd/ preſence. of mind, 
with-which' this eminently good man 
gare general directions; he calmly 
heard the confeſſion of the dying, 
recommended them to Heaven by a 
few ſhort ejaculations, and gave them 
his abſolution to cheer theit laſt mo- 
ments; the falling ruins frequently ä 
preſented opportunities of this ſort, 
The monks of his own conyent, who 
were flying from the dangers. of the 


8 town, he reſtrain d by his 
| + geen 
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authority, and obliged them not only 
to diſcharge the duties of their office 
to the wounded, and the dying, 
but to lend their aflifting hand in 
every capacity to the diſtreſs'd inhabi- 
tants; while, in ſpite of age and 
weakneſs, he perform d wonders Him- 
felf; and; animated by an uncommon 
benevolence, flew from place to place, 
with all the fire of youth; to ſee his 
orders abey'd ; often ſeizing with 
his own arm thoſe miſcreants, Who; 
taking advantage of the general cons 
fuſion,” were attempting to plander 
the ſufferers of whatlittle had eſcaped 
the fury of the flames, and putting 
em under a proper: guard, till they 
eduld receiye their deſerved puniſh- 
ment: A more bang mortal energy 
leert d to aecompany both his words 

Vol. I. "* mM and. 
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and actions. Influenced by his per- 


ſuaſive eloquence, and encouraged 
by his laudable example, many of the 
men, whoſe reaſon ſeem'd ta have 
been ſupplanted by terror, and were 
erowding almoſt over the backs of 
each other to fly, they ſcarce knew 
whither, return d with great com- 
poſure to the places of danger, and 
calmly took the moſt prudent mea» 
fares 'to preſerve all that might be 


ſavod from the increafing deftruc- 


tony: 


It was not tilb the earthquake had 
intirely ceaſed that the good father 
retired to reſt: I had accompanied 
him through every danger and fa- 
tigue, and, at his requeſt, went with 
De to a tent, he had cauſed to be 
Le pitch d 
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pitch d in a field, at fome diſtance 
from the town. My admiration of 
him, together with the hurry I had 
been in to alleviate, in ſome mea-/ 
ſure; the diſtreſſes of others, ſeemd 
for: a- time to have fuſpended the 
thought of my own misfortune; hut 
ſoon as this employment ceas d, a 
thouſand. diſtracting refections filbd 
ay breaſt with. incapreſſible anguiſh. 
No hope remain d of that death F. 
had flatter d myſelf with meeting 
midſt the dangers that lately ſur- 
tounded me, and all the horrors of 
my pꝛeſent forlorn ſtate return's to 
my tortured ien with accn- 


Und 


1 bindet quicketd 


Ann with more refignation 
145 H 2 and 


fie. 7 
and compoſure, than at firſt; the 
| frantic i impatience, which then-urged 
me to the moſt deſperate. reſolutions, 
Was now ſubſided into a ſettled me- 
lancholy, that all the good man's 
endeavours could not diſſipate. He 
took a flight refreſhment, obliged 
me reluctantly to partake of it, and, 
after offering up thanks to Heaven 
fot ſuſpending its deſerved wrath 
before we were all conſumed; and 
i nploring protection for thoſe who 
ſtill remain d, and a period to the 
calamities of the city, laid him down 
to reſt on a couch; when the ſweeteſt 
flumber inftantly cloſed his eyes. 
had, at his deſire, alſo aer. 
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2171 remain d in the tent ds hits 
* bot was too much enn wich ſor- 
| row 
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tow to hope the relief of ſleep, and 
now, gave a looſe to unbounded grief, 
A. thouſand times I invok d my loſt 
Artimiſſa, and the dear pledges of 
our mutual love, accuſed myſelf as 
the author of my own misfortunes 
for being abſent. at the time: Fool 
hat I; was, ſaid I, to leave them at 
Liſban ! had I taken them with me 
they had eſcaped the danger, or had 
Jalſo been "berg I might have ſaved 
them from it! Inſtead of endea- 
vouring to bring all thoſe conſidera- 
tions to my mind, that might alle- 
vate my affliction, my reſtleſs ima- 
gination was ſearching for every poſ- 
ſible ſuppoſition to increaſe it: The 
greateſt part of the night was thus 
ſpent in lamentations, and ſometimes 
4A copious flow of burſting tears gave 
"0! H 3 vent 
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-vent to my anguiſn— till nature, un- 
able to ſuſtain the continued fatigue 
q both of mind and body, at ou 
your to mom 


£ TER were ty eyelids ſeal'd in 

fleep, when the lovely Artimifſa ap- 
pear d to my view, more fair than 
in the early bloom of youth and 
beauty; ; in her arms ſhe held my 
youngeſt | boy; my daughter led 
the eldeſt, who hung upon his mo- 
ther's robe, that ſhone refulgent as 
the noon- day ſun, and with equal 
ſplendor dazzled the aching ſight.— 
Alphonſo, ſaid ſhe, with a voice 
| wherein majeſty and tenderneſs were 
blended, my dear Alphonſo,” weep 
pot for thoſe whom Heaven has 
highly: favours, mY ſo early 2 per- 
$ - miſſion 
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miſſion to exchange a ſtate of being 
incident to all the various miſeries of 
mortality, for one of inexpreſſible, 
and unalterable happineſs, W hilſt 
upon earth I thought myſelf ſu- 
premely bleſsd by your affection, 
and was really as much fo, both in 
that, and in the conſtant endeavour to 
diſcharge all the duties of the ſtation 
Heaven had placed me in, as, whilſt 
united to the body, I was capable 
of being; but mortals can have no 
conception of the felicity they may 
one day arrive at, and which the 
happy ſpirits, free 'd from all the in- 
cumbrances of matter, here enjoy: 
To quit this for the moſt eligible 
and, delightfyl ſtate in your world, 
would be. torment. to us beyond ex- 
Waffen rather, therefore, ought you 

3 H 4 to 
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to rejoice at my removal, than mourn 
your loſs : All our virtuous affections 
accompany. us hither, and you are 
ſtill as dear to me as ever, but I am 
now incapable of grief eren at our 
ſeparation, and look forward with 
pleaſure to our re- union, when you 
ſhall with us partake our ceaſeleſs 
enjoyments. We meaſure not time 
by your calculation, what you look 
upon to be placed at a great diſtance, 
by. many intervening years, to us 
appears as almoſt preſent. Part of 
our happineſs confiſts in ſeeing all 
things, as they really are, which af- 
fords an evident conviction that all 
the diſpenfations - of our benevolent 
Creator are guided by unerring wil 
dom, and perfect goodneſs ;'nor could 
he's alterd, in any inſtance, without 
„ . a ma- 
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a manifeſt diſadvantage. Men, in 
other reſpects wiſe, often prove the 
weakneſs of human judgment, by 
ar dently deſiring thoſe things that, if 
granted, would be productive of the 
greateſt misfortunes to them; but after 
being free d from the ſhackles of mor- 
tality, an increaſed knowledge renders 
it impoſſible for us to form a wiſh; 
that any thing ſhould have been or- 
der d other wiſe than it is: You now 
look upon yourſelf as the moſt un- 
fortunate of mankind, and are ready 
to tax Heaven with cruelty, that has 
in one fatal moment deprived you of 
à moſt hopeful offspring, together 
with a wife ſo tenderly beloved; but 


believe me, the: time will come, 
hen, for reaſons that I am not 
now e to reveal, you ſhall 
dern grate» 
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gratefully acknowledge the kindneſs 
of even this apparently grievous dif- 
penſation. — You know, my dear 
Alphonſo, I never have deceiv d you, 
truſt therefore now my word, and 
graſe to lament, what I tell you is far 
from being an evil either to you, or 

me; reſume your wonted cheerful. 
nefs, and wait with patience for that 
ble(s'd hour, that ſhall again unite 
us to each other, in a ſtate of unal- 
terable bliſs :I leave you now, con- 
tinued ſhe, to the care of this bene- 
volent attendant on the human race 
(pointing to a beautiful youth whom 
1 had not before obſerved to be ſtand- 
ing at my clbow) his converſation will 
entertain, and his inſtructions im- 
prove your mind; attend to his ad- 


monitions, and you will never err. 
As 


rn 
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As the ſpoke theſe words ſhe waved 
her hand as bidding me farewell, 
and turn'd to leave me Oh] ſtay, 1 
cried, a moment ſtay, to give one 
laſt embrace, and eagerly ſtretching 
out my arms to catch the fleeting 
ſhadow, broke through the filken 
bonds of ſleep, and in a moment 
1 the preview: viſion. - - | 


The noißs I wk Jitucb'd, 4 
good Rodolphus, who haſtily ſtarting 
from his couch demanded the cauſe; 
which I recounted exactly to him; 
and, whilſt repeating it, felt the 
truth of all my Artimiſſa had ſeem d 
to ſay, whoſe words fill d my mind 
with perfect tranquility, and undiſ- 
turd d compoſure. Canvinced, ſaid 
5 e ſhe has made ſo advantageous 
a change, 
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z change, I will no longer mourn 
her removal from me, but faithfully 
obey her injunction, and wait with 
patience, that happy hour when 1 
fhall be made Pn of her in 


you vera e e 
The n Father, 9 rejoicing 
at the change in my diſpoſition, ſaid 
all that wiſdom and goodneſs could 
ſüggeſt to confirm my reſolution, 
which he found ſo ſteady as to te- 
move all apprehenſions of my com- 
mitting any act of exttavagance, and 
therefore made no ſcruple of leaving 
me alone while he went to viſit thoſe 

whoſe greater impatience under their 
Ioſſes more immediately required his 
are As there was no probability 


of his retu ning in a eonſiderable time, 
rpg, I all 
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I:alfo went out of the tent to vie 
the ruins of our late flouriſhing 
city. — Never was , there a more 
melancholy proſpect, I ſhudder d 
to behold the havock, which a few 
hours had made, and ſeem'd now to 
feel more for the misfortunes of others 
than my on; yet my feet inſenſibly 
led me to the place were I once 
boaſted the poſſeſſion of all the tem- 
porali bleſſings, that could conſtitute 
the happineſs of man: Whilſt view- 
ing this ſpot with {till greater atten- 
tion than . the, reſt, I could not help 
rc reflecting on the mighty difference 
a, few. days had made in my ſitua- 
tion. That riſing, ſun, ſaid I, has 
not ber ſunk beneath the hori izon, 
ſince, in this place, it beheld me the 
Lappitſt of mortals, . bleſs'd, with a 


ts 5 virtuous 
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virtuous wife, a happy offspring, and 
an ample fortune; but now, forlorn 
J ſtand of all thoſe joys bereft.— 
Scarce had theſe words paſs d my 
lips cer I repented the expreſſion, 
and thought the beauteous youth, 
whoſe admonitions Artimiſſa charged 
me to  abferve, frown'd-at my folly ; 
This led me again to ruminate on 
the viſion of the night; I was at a 
loſs to gueſs what was meant by my 
being left to the care of this benevo- 
lent being, and ſeem'd more to la- 
ment the uncertainty of his preſence, 
whoſe dictates my heart was tho- 
roughly difpofed to obey, than all 
the diſtrefles that had before be- 
fallen me. Whilſt muſing on this 
ſubject, I accidentally caſt my eye on 
a chafin in the earth, about ten 


J 
paces from where the door of 
my late houſe had been. Cu- 
tioſity led me to the edge of it, When 
[ obſerv'd that the uneven breaks of 
the ground form'd à kind of ſteps, 
by which a man might eaſily de- 
ſcend; it inſtantly occurr'd to me 
that perhaps the houſe, in ſinking 
together, might have been preſerved 
intire, and, by this chaſm in the 
earth, there was a poſſibility of en- 
teriag it, by which means, at leaſt, 
great part of my effects could be re- 
cover'd,- and the funeral a 
Foe Ae r 
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TOT being. as yet orice by 
LY what vo have ſaid * „ you 
muſt permit me to offer a few ob- 
jections to your Hypotheſis, which, 
however weak they may be in them- 
ſelves, will, I hope, from your, can. 
dor, meet with a favourable con- 
ſtruction, and be imputed rather to 
a laudable defire of being better, in- 
Arudted, than to the yanity of fups 
poſi 8 wyſelf able to confute | your 


19ſt; 
arguments. 


$1. 4 * : i} V. 
941 11. ; a> dee Theres IV. p. 50. 1 31 1} 
144 k : The 
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The mind's near alliance to, and 
doſe connect ion with matter, in its 
drefent ſtate of union with the body,” 
makes it very difficult, if not impoſ- 
ble, to prove to a demonſtration its 
czpacity of forming any ideas inde- 
pendent of matter, yet abſolutely to 
deny ſuch a capacity ſeems but little 
more reaſonable than to ſay, Fw 
man chain'd to the ground had not 
in himſelf the power of motion, be- 
cauſe the exertion of that power was 
by ſach confinement render d im⸗ 


poſlible: : 5 
Whatever ideds the aſh may be 


conſcious of; it has no way at pre- 
fent of communicating them to ano- 
ther but by the organs of ſenſe, and 
by ſuch ſounds as have determinate 
Vos. I. E ſignifi- 


. 14 

ne and are mutually un- 
from hence it follows, 
chat a arge may to us appear to- 
tally ignorant, and unconſcious of 
any ideas more than what are com- 
mon to the brute creation, merely 
becauſe be has no way of intelligibly 
exprefling thoſe perceptions, which 
it ãs very poſſihle he may notwith- 
ganding be conſeious of. Tuo men 
of .great- capacity and lively genius, 
if wholly unacquainted with. each 
other's Janguage,: will, from that ſole 
cauſe, each appear to the other ſtu- 
pic and inſenſible. May not this, in 
n meaſure, account for. the ſeen 
ing inſenſibility of, the gentleman 
— mention before he had tearn'® 
the. uſe, of language? And, may not 
his preſent manner of e 


1 
q 39 5 1 


2 A OBESE] 
himſelf be owing to the little knows 
ledge he has Ny WET. of articu« 
, Fein mers n Zett 


9 


77 
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Oy FEY a nd wink FI 
io body unſupplied with any or- 
vans of ſenſe, is only ſuppoſing the 
foul in the fame confined ſtate that 
the rr would oth n mn 
up in 4/ cloſe - Troyes in „bah eafcs 
Ut extftion of ay 22 — 


but e you edge chat 8d 

roo? of their not being given in 
the one caſe more than in the other? 
That” the mind bas à capacity of 


fern ing ideas, "that it never could 
Ferre gem matter by the organs of 


Kale! T believe "the experience of 
TI I 2 every 


1. 116 . 
MMO - $0: 


every "thinking man wilt convince 
him of. —To give a few. inſtances. 
Is there any man who knows not the 
meaning of the word time, and has 


| not a determinate idea affix d to that 
term? yet time is not material, and 


conſequently, not the object of "OY 
The ſame in part may be faid' of 


ſpace, Again, ſuppoſe. you have a 
friend that poſſeſſes all the valuable : 


qualifications that can adorn the ] hu- 
man mind, whoſe © perſon. is unfor- 


„19 201013 


tunately fo deform d. as to excite, 


Ge RY _ 


at firſt * view, E kind of abhorrence; 
will 1 not you feel 7 an affection as wel 4 
| ag an eſteem for fach a friend ? What | 
is, it then that you love in him?” 
Not his perſon, Which is the 0 object 
of diſlike, and almoſt of deteſtation; 
not the words merely by which he f 


conveys 


| v 


{ #37 I 
conveys his ſentiments to you ; but 
thoſe duſpoſitions, which, Oy language 


the knowledge that he is polſeſs'd 
of, and which you muſt form A 


competent idea of, before you can 
love him on that account: And are 
theſe diſpoſitions the objects of ſenſe? [ 
It may perhaps be. anſwer'd, that! it 
5 their being made viſible by a ſeries 
of benevolent actions which cauſes 
your regard. —80⁰ ppoſe then the ſame 
actions perform d. and the fame de- | 
pee of | $996 communicated by a bad 
man upon ſome ſelfiſh view of private | 
intereſt 3. though in that caſe you are 
equally pleaſed with the action, 1 . 


mean the good, communicated; will 


d. 


£44 $1183. 4 4 T8 


gents, No: leit act plain then, that 2 
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your affection for the man atiſeg 
merely from the pre · conceived 'opi- 
Rien of ſomething intrinſicslly good 
in himſelf, abſtracted from the con- 
ſideration of any conſequent effect 
mat may thereby be produced which 
alfectien would continue equally 

ſtrong, ſuppoſing him placed in ſuch 
a ſituation as to put it abſolutely out 
of his power to be uſe ful to ſocicry, 
-6r in any method ſerviceable or aſ- 
ſiſtamt to his fellow creatures What 
id this ſomething then intrinfically 
god in him ? or in what manners 
it to be diſcoerd by any of the 
organs of ſenſe d yet aſſe yourſelf if 
you are not ihtimately conſcious bf 
- what” 1s meant ere St 
b ora ads anght dnn gong 
Are you not . desde 
periſhable bodies are at preſent ac- 


{ 9} 
tuated by an, immaterial- principle; 
which we call the ſoul? Theſe terms, 
immaterial ptinciple, or ſoul, either 
haye, or have not ſome determinate 
have not, we diſpute merely about 
words, and can neither underſtand 
tach other or ourſelves; and conſe- 
quently all argument 1s at an end 
if they have - muſt they not convey 
an idea of ſomething; which not be- 
ing the object of ſenſe, could never 
be teceivd by che organs. of ſenſa- 
tion ꝰ and which, though every man 
may underſtand for himſelf, yet none 
ein intellig biy explain to another, 
becauſe we have, whilſt thus united 


to the body, no way of communi- 
cating any ideas, that are indepen- 


F ' " by 
dent of matter, all illuſtrations being 
W dasleiq r 1 ibo 5iiadftiiomes 


ff cn20 73 | 
pedeffaridy drawn from thence; which; 
in this caſe, bearing no fort of ana- 
logys: become: entirely uſeleſs. Thi; 
holds good as to ſpirit in -general, 
and With regard to all ſuper ton che. 
ings up toighe Supreme; of whom 
nd rational and religious man will 
ſurely ſay, that he is incapable af 
ſorming any idea; for then it mult 
neceſſarily follow that he cannot 
paſſibly have any proper object of 
worſhip, or be at all qualified fot 
the diſcharge of any of thoſe duties, 
Mhieh, by the general conſent ef 
mankind, in all ages, have been 
deem ' d the juſt tribute of en 
creatutes to-their- eber 1 345 
See D 24612 14 

chat 2 certain ſenſe of pain or 


9 ariſes from, and is acquired 
* by 


1 121 J 

by material ideas, is granted bug 
this ſenſe of merely corporeal pain or 
pleaſure, bears not any proportion, 
either in nature or degree, - to that 
ariſing from more refined and ab- 
ſtracted ideas; the latter exiſting 
ſolely in the mind, can neither be 
deſcribed or illuſtrated by the former, 
having no ſort of ſinũlitude to them 
and inſtead of being aſſiſtad or in- 
cteas d, are interrupted and clogg d 
by the interpoſition of matter: Every 
pain, every ꝑleaſure, that can be rer 
ceived: by the organs of ſenſe, may 
he. ſo expꝛeſs d, as to convey a toler 
tably juſt idea of it to another; but 

that ſweet conplaceney, that true 
ſatisfaction, that perfect happineſs we 
enjq ãn the converſation of a friend, 
highly e ſteem' d, and 8 tenderly ber 
* loved 


[ une ] 
zoved, neither language can paint, 
dr any ideas drawn from ſenſe ex- 
plain: This the experience of thoſe 
few whoſe minds are capable of the 
möff exalted heights of friendſhip, 
Will prooe to theinſelves; and ſuch 
only are ſenſible of the utter 'impoſit- 
bility of "expreſſing what they feel to 
be equally Wop and undellneable. | 
il 49} cin ieee S105; 
Many Sitze thitinecs dite le | 
*bivightt to ſtrengthen the argument, 
Which, to me, amount almoſt to 4 
demonſtration, that the mind Bas in 
itſelf ſome ſtore of notions indepen- 
lent of, and even unconneRed with, 
matter. That it has alſo pre- diſpo- 
fitions I think evident from the diffe- 
rent propenſities obſervable in the 
eurlieſt nen * not re 
oben mand 21 in 


{ 323 J 
in a manner intetvoven with the 
ſoul, or, at leaſt, cœval with it? 
All the art of education is frequently 
fqund inſufficient. to alter them; they 
gro W up with the child, . increaſe 
with his years, and, At laſt, e tho 


dae of the man. 
14390 ui 44-14 6 4414 Wh 
1 fear taking up too 3 of, your 


time, which, without doubt, may 
be always employ e d in a much 
more uleful manger than by peruſing 
any thing. 5 of am, Capable of writing, 
,00.thig ſubject, yet cannot paſs over in 
ßlenes your definition of friendſhip, 
which ta me appears mote applicable 
10 that univerſal W due to 
dhe whole race of mankind. 


eds ai Sid 5472 dig 2 
2gf* Eriendiip;? "A: you. 0 is So 
tie between individuals, which 


[ 124 ] 
3 obiges thein to ſerve each other 
0 as far as poſſible. Is this any 
thing more than the tie of huma- 
nity, by which all our ſellow crea- 
tutes have à right to demand. ſuch 
ſervice. from us ? and can you put 
this general band of ſociety upon a 
level with that tender attachment be- 
tween individuals which we call 
friendlbip? ? Js not the laſt of : 2 much 
more noble kind, and an "infivitely A 
ſtronger cement? What JI underſtand 
by that term is, an eſteem founded 
on real metit, on reaſon and virtue, 
heighten'd and approved by affection, 
of. a nature ſo diſintereſted, as, at at 
tüämel⸗ to prefer the advantage, eaſe, 
and happineſs of him, to whom”: 


we have given the nagge. of 9 4 
e eee eee 301 40 


1 1 
Dre >a 


WW, 
t any ſelfiſh conſideration; and to 
be ever ready to afſiſt him, not only 
at the expence of fortune, but even 
at the hazard of life; ſuch an entire 
and perfect union of minds, as if the 
ſame immaterial principle animated 
che different bodies, and that nothing 
but the interpoſing clog of matter 
with-held them (if the expreſſion 
may be admitted) from mixing witli 
each other. This only, in my opi- 
diong deſerves the name of friend- 
ſhip 5 thus defined, tis the beſt b gift 
of Heaven," the ſovereign balem fe all 
the evils of mortality, which,” un- 
poſſeſs d, life boaſts not any thing 2 
that can reaſonably taiſe a wiſh for. | 
its eotitinuance; — Yet what num 
bers travel to the grave unconſcious” 


of any ſuch delightful connection 
; through 


[ 148 } 

through their whole paſſage 1 and; 
conſequently, how few are capable 
of forming any conception of the re- 
fined enjoyments arifing from it; 
| Theſe mental pleaſures are not to 
be equalld, but by ehe pain atiſing 
from the deprivation of them ; they 
are unknown” by, and ubinteltigible 
to more than half mankind; are 
abſolutely independent of intatter, or 
of any ideas thereby imprefsd, and 
in themſelves ſo infinitely* ſaperior 
to all that can be" imparted” by 
the ſenſitive powers only,” that, on 

the one hand, they will render che 
mind incapable of attending to, or 

{moſt of feeling” corporeal pain; 
and, on che other, prevent à poſſt- 
bility. of reodiving pleafüre from i amy 


thing that by the © organs of fene can 
3221 be 


% 
be adminiſter d: This is a fact of 
which I have WO ex ——_— 
TY EM VEN, © 1 ft 


ih 1. many vier oats than fee 
far have oppoſed, my opinion with 
regard to innate ideas, tis moſt pro- 
bable, than mine may be wrong; 
perhaps I am a little too tenacious 
of a favourite bypothefßs, but con- 
fels wyſelf fil} ſo far from allowing 
the mind to depend on matter for 
its notions, that I am rather inclined 
to believe it exiſted prior to the for- 
mation of theſe bodies in ſome higher 
ſtate, where it had the free exer- 
a. of all ies. foenltis, and for the 


my e is here imprifor 8, dogg d, 
153 9 Nee by patter, ſo. 3 r to ge- 
59 firain 
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Gait its native powers, and lay if 
under the hard neceſſity of being in- 

debted to the bodily organs for the' 
major part of its ideas; ; and that” 
thoſe ſpirits, who, in their pre-ex- 
ſting ſtate, were leaſt guilty, are leſs 
incumber'd by maiter in their pre- 
ſent ſituation; and are permitted to 
retain dome of 154 od felined 


„ 


exquitte Kind of Wypeh While" 
here, than the tell of mankimd can 
ſorm any notion ol. —This it tilt 
be own d is mere theory, and can 
be ſupported only by probable Con. 
jecture ; 5 therefore T thall not attemp 


to defend it againſt any ject 


you may raiſe ; 3 bat is it not a goo 

method of accounting for the Ae 

rence of underRanding —_— A 
Fi 412; 


b 9 1 
kind, conſiſtent with an equality i in 
the diſpenſations of Providence, which 
me ſtructure of the body is in the 
whole ſpecies too nearly the ſame 
to be the cauſe of d and yet what 


a. regular gradation is viſible, 1 
Nl down to the ĩdeot. 


th "oi onus letter I 350 
that I have forgot to take notice of. 
your definition of the breath of life ; 3. 
A, moſt ſingular one it is; Which, 
if juſt, muſt put a period to the ex- 
pectation or hope of immortality, my 
it would afnount to little les than a 
proof, that the moment this breath 
of life, or immaterial principle, ceaſed. 
to be united to that material vehicle 
which, was to bring it into action, it 
. ira loſe the; power of 
Ve Vor. I. K acting 


L wo ] 

acting at all, and be as totally ex- 
tinguiſh' d as the fire which you have 
brought by way of illuſtration, when 
there remain d no more combuſtible 
matter t be conſumed. As 1 knou 
Wu to be 4 very good Chriſtian, I 
think"y6u"wers not aware of this na- 
tural conſequence nſeq : 0 of : your aſſertion; 
anck therefore: believe it unneceſſary 
to endeavour to oonfute an arguinont; 
chat your o prime iples will not ad · 
mit the unavoidable deductions from, 


basis Lan: 281 111 2 6 


1 will not ALA NE 
inaccuraties I am ſenfible of in this 


epiſtſe;— The proper arrangement of 
atguimett your preſent correſpondevitis 
at all times unqualified for, and now 
work patticalarly ſo from bad health. 
All that has been aim'd at was to 

LIE £1 _ . "make 


_— 
make myſelf underſtood, if chat in- 
tention has ſucceeded tis ſufficient, 
nor ſhall I expect any ſevere criticiſm 
from you upon the many faults that 
may be found in n I | 
or expreſſion. 59 
break off, leaſt, your none ſhould 
be, exhauſted by the length of. a lets 
ter ſo little entertaining will there 
fore detain you no longer than to ſub» 
ſeriba.myſls with much eſteem... 
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711 Es is ah en ty 
EN eä friend, to Write A regular 
aud circumſtantia hiftfry of Mrs: 
PA hots fife, but only 6 
give you thoſe moſt material incidens 
of it; that partic dlarly point out her 
true character, and account for any 
apparent inconſiſtencies in her co 
duct, I ſhall proceed immediately to 
anſwer your inquiry, viz. What 
a motwes could poſſibly lead her to 
* reſolution ſo deſtructive to that 
*c: peculiar plain of happineſo ſus had 


WT - 8 * cc form'd 
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form 'd to herſelf, as the. becoming - 
« a wife muſt. neceſſarily be.. 
This, I am perſuaded (had the bleſ- 
ſing of a very ſenſible mother's life 
been continued to her) would never 
have been, occalion'd by any. thing, 
but a convidtion. that her favourite 
{Rem was impratticable, Which 
migkt probably never have Hape 
pen d. Unfortunately, the loſs of 
this tender ditectteſ when not nine: 
teen years old. aſter a tedious illneſs 
which, for... three., preceding rats 
had. tender d ther often incapable of 
atending to any thing but the pain 
ful. ſenſations occaſion d by it, pro- 
duged ſo many diſagreeable aliera- 
tions in her domeſtio life, as to make 
the home ſcene (which her mother 
hadialyways ſtudied to render pleaſing, 
mot K 3 | by 


1 
by fairing 4r to her natural Wen 
. _ 29 N 1 


g Ae * * : FF, 


hin fathers chiitadter was __ 
full as 'fngular' as her own, tho of 
u very different caſt; a fight ſketch 
ö it will be neteſſary to give a juſt 
Adea"of her ſituation hen left ſolely 
10 his cate. A better heart never 
inhabited a human breaſt ; he poſ- 
ſeſ d alf the "amiable: qualities of the 
mind tb an exceſs, "that; in their ef- 
fees, -fometimes render di them 
blamable; his natural capacity was 
1 good, that, had he ever applied 
-hithfſelf d thoſe ſtudies which im- 
"prove che underſtanding, he might 
Have t tiade io mean figure in the lite- 
"ary World, and certainly would have 


tel very nee in bis bohole 
00 ſphere 
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ſphere of conduct; but having early 
taken a religious bent, ell his 
thoughts were ſo turn'd towards 
unother life, that he was literally i ig- 
norant of the common euſtoms of 
the world in which he Rred: This 
Ignorance; of vhich he was perfectiy 
conſcious,” diſpoſed him to be readily 
guided in afl matters relative to it, 
by! perſons of whoſe probity he had 
1 good opinion, and by chis means 
was before his marriage; led into 
ingumerable inconveniencies, by de- 
ßgning people, as the native open» 
neſs of his heart render d hien inca- 
pable of ſuſpicion. The particu- 
urs of his hiſtory are by no macans 
nereſſary to my preſent purpoſe; ſuf- 
ice it only to ſay, that he had the 
Wtkeft K 4 per- 
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Aciency in himſelf. Her ſenſe was 
ſtrong and maſculine, her obſervations 
accutate, and her judgment : ſound, 
She was religious without ſuperſtition, 
pious without euthuſiaſm, or oſten- 
tation. Read much; and lived much 
in the polite wotld, where ſhe was 
never diſſipated, but always carried 
that Philoſophical! turn which was 
natural to her. Happy was the 
daughter under ſuch a mother, Who 
knew how to regulate, without ap- 
peating to teſtraid, the vivacity of 
her inclination- To the eatly Joſt 
of this able conductreſs may be im- 
puted all the nüsfortunes of m 
friend's life, who was ſearcely - fix 
teen When the fatal ditorder com · 


mienced „ that, by a a tedious and moſt 


{ 237 ] 
painful progreſs, in a few yeats, re- 
moved for. ever from her this ineſti- 
mable bleſſing. To increaſe the 
weight of this affliction. her father 
had unhappily conceiv'd the higheſt 
opinion imaginable of the prudence 
of a ſemale relation, Who, belides 
that affected prudery which women 
generally acquire by. living to the 
age of fifty unmarried, was not leſs 
ignorant than | himſelf of every, po- 
lite, accompliſhment ; equally, unac- 
quainted with the warl1, and equally 
incapable of directinga young {pri ght- 
lygirl/how to act properly in ĩt; with 
the greate diſadvantage of belieying 
herſelf. perfectly qualified for the of- 
bice ; this good woman Wass greatly £ 
influenced. by two: others, who had 


leſs. underſtanding and more foibles ; 85 
iini. 9 55 | they 
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they had all paſs d their whole lives 
in à crowd"of company, but with- 
Dat making any of thoſe obſervations, 
eon which only à juſt judgtnent can 
hee either of men, or man- 
ners; to this indeed à much higher 
capacity, and far greater ſtrength of 
Feaſon was neceſſary than what had 
Riſes we * eicher. SH 05 
Tes 0 poſſible to to Hank ie pick 
out a ſet of people/more uncqual to 
the difficult taſk of prudently ma- 
naging my young friend, or mote 
likely to drive her to ſome fatal reſo- 
lation by the errors of their on 
Judgment, - when thoſe errors unbap- 
pily teceivd the finRion of 2 fa- 
.thet's authority: Their contracted 


capaeities extended no farther than 
h the 


1 139 
che bare perception of any immne- 
diate act, without a poſſibility of di- 
Cerning its nature, by tracing it up 
to the origin; nor could they form 
even a notion of that neceſſary. pene- 
tration, Which, in a well qualified 
governor, paſſes through every im- 
proper ation: in c his pupil | directly 
to the motive, which had produted 
it, in order to apply the remedy ju- 


dicioufſy, where only it can n de eſ- 
N — wg 8 
tr v1: T4 — 1195 ay 12 "Tres 


This bad: me to relite a w himſical 
anecdote, which is no otherwiſe worth 
ropeating, than as it may ſerve to 
prove the truth of the preceding 
aſſertion; unleſs it be conſider'd as 
caricature off that romantic turn, 

n al young girls are, in ſome 
Sly degree 


t 4. } 
Lege, apt to, imbibe from the 
ancadia, though very few have been 
wild enough to think of realizing any 
partof the imaginary ge ee ac 


' Her. 9 after 9 tod 700 l- 
neſs hoping to find ſome relief by 
the change of ait, or rather of place, 
not being able to bear any long j Jour- 
ney, removed to a little village in 
the, ncighbourhbod,., accompanied, 
by., her buſband, dughter, and 
the good old gentle woman aboye- 
mention d. . Whether it was owing. 
merely to the effect which aftrong: 
impreſſion on the mind frequently. 
has on the nervous ſyſtem, or whes+. 
thes, in reality, the ain could, 24 40 
ſwall a diſtance, be more ſalutaty. 


I ſhall not pretend to determine, but 
| certain 


018 


[ep 


certain it was, that Mis: MI— few 


thought herſelf much better, and, 
for ſome „time, 3 hi ain 
be o. neren agen cart 9 with 
Abeseog⸗ ok e 
ſcene, which had ſappreſs'd* her 
daughter's natural vivacity;” without 
extinguiſhing it, ſeem'd now to give 
way to a more cheerful proſpect, the 
young mind eagerly! recti“ d the 
pleuſing impreſſion, without 'exa-" 
mining into the falacious foundation 
of its hopes. The gaiety of heart 
return'd'— every object wore 4 
new face the rural ſcene was full 
of charms, and with the help of a 
lively* imagination, a new Arcadia ' 
wighr be raiſed :"Charny'd with tlie 


fudden thought, not àa moment wis! 


nns given 


was inftantly transform d into the 
wepherdeſs Amanda No circum- 
ſtance of dreſs was forgot, neither 
were the crook c or ſcrip P omitted; her 
mid was habited in the ſame taſte, 
but” in 4 les fingular/ manner: Thus 
metimorples'd they went in queſt 
of a neig hbouring farmer: The old 
man” aa” ' cheerfully into the 
humoiir, and led them to the flock 
The ſcene was incompleat without a 
ſhepherd, he pointetl to his three ſons 
and offer d her the choice; ti of 
whom, with ruſtie gallantry, immedi- 
ately declared themſelves candidates, 
At once ſhe then foreſaw all the 
enatured reflections that might be 
made on her converſing with youths 
in EO Id ſtation, *who had Bold 


neſs 
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freedom, 10 ber; pride took the 
alarm, and, the, was on the point 1 
relinquithing the project; but, while 
deliberating with herſclf,, obſery'd 
the, thing, a ſtupid, lad, had crept 
behind. à hay ick, trembling. with 
the apprehenſion, of being ſpoken, to. 
His APPEArance, revived. her hopes of | 
ans, the frolic, with as much 

ecurity From cenſure, as 1 innocency 
_ intention. She call'd the f righ 101 
youth, but call' d repeatedly ; in rain 
who, immopable as 2 ſtatue, 135 
proof againſt all the ruſtic raillery of 
bis fellows,” and | would n neither come 
forwards, . ; or.) vouchlafe an, anſwer. 
Every. objeRton,. that reaſon had the 
preceding. moment ; prucently raiſed, ; 


ani d, befote fuch., 2 hepherd. 
| She 


E444 ] 


She, n no longer heſitated advanced 
| towards him; put a garland on his 


head, and bid him wear it as a mark 


of. her, favour. . : Convinced of his un- 


alterable ſtupidity by, a nearer, and 


more accurate obſervation, ſhe retired 
highly delighted with having found | 
a ſwain whoſe awful diſtance, ſhe. 


imagin 'd, muſt ſufficiently ſecure her 
from ſcandal even amongſt the moſt 


malicious. In: this opinion ſhe pur 
ſued, and enjoy d the whimſical a- 
| muſement, fearlels, of. any ill conſe- 
quence; went every evening from 
the flock to 4 field were he was 
reaping, carried him a new garland, 
ang made her maid ſpread a repalt * 
on a gradly | bank, to regale him and 
his fellow Jabourers, | who. all fat 
down rogether on the ground, and 


| artook 
ea 5 4 P 259 


LW} 
pattgok 'the refreſhment. In him dae 
was not miſtaken ; for:tho'; on theſe 


occaſions, ſhe diverted herſelf 10 
aſking a thouſand queſtions, the ſtu- 
pid lad gare no other ptoof of His 


capacity to form articulate ſounds, 


than by the words yes, no, if you. 


pleaſe, WARE: Otel, 


bg the bored of the 18 was 
added: a double pleaſure by the fin- 
gularity of che whim.—But alas! 
aus ws Ioan ſucceeded by a fad fe- 


verſe. 


The ſhepherd's garland was 


unfortunately remark d by the care- . 


ful old Gentle woman in one of her 


cvening: Walks. The odd appearance 


excited a curioſity that was inſtantly. 


gratiicd by a recital of every circum- : 
tance, which not a peafant in the 


Vol. I. L 


rilagy 


| 
e 

village was ignorant of of. Big with: 
| a tale of ſuch importance ſhe haſten'd' 

home;>"eall'd- Mr, M aſide; — 
related the horrid Aory;"as paitited 
| by her va "imagination, with a 
| iba 7 abrivacis? fppoſiticis, 
and falſe tconclufiens; by! which'a' 

mere . childiſh frokck}*that'was'per-/ 
| fectly innocent in its intention, and 
| would have proved{#s harmle fs in its 
. was magnified into a 
premeditated deſign of eloping from 
her father wilt a young fellow of 

the meanelt kihd, Without a ſingle 

qualification” t6 " reEbthinend Fit; ; 
who extteine ffupldlt) was aloe 
ſffi6ient' To” nvidce any" rational 
perf; allt ir was iti poſſible for ber 
to Have taken the leaſt degree of 


ü king td. The good old Gentleman 
gelle 4 Had 


( 1479 ] 
had too juſt an opinlon of His 1 
tet to beliehe the had any ſuch int #1 

tiön, yet by tuo hours pebuation 
was led to believe, even in that Cale, 
mere could at leaſt be ho Harm in 
taking every" prudent ptecaution to 
Prebegt "the" pollibility of i dteadfur 
am event. It botſequenics of Which, 


tue crbok Was inſtantly” burke,” lier 


dotties kd tp, her mT dit ifs ed, 
ald Mits Wil to tir out öf the 
houſe without leave. on vain did 
fhe' re preſent the injuſtice of fuch a 
proceeding, "ſtate the caſe in its true 
liehe and Wie that ach? 4 Seer 
in her relations would” naturatly gi 

rife to cohje Ares a8 injuridils to Kay 
Wy as they” wer? falſe in dhitmm- 
Es. ne miſtalen Geutle woman, 
fo her own imagin ' d conſequence, 


L 2 and 


=, ſhe muſt. hold the 2 


. 
3 deaf to all the arguments of ſenſe 
and. reaſon, anſwer d only 2 the 


42 5 wt 


e ER al- 


esel 


FTE of her future vigilance ; ;,and 


concluding with : a yiſc remark , that 
ſhe had 1 15 , too muc care 
could. not be. taken of young people; ; 
to "watch narrowly 7 and keep a 5 


"2 TY? 593 „* 


band oyer t them, was the only Wa 5 
5 9 
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A moment᷑s re edion will ſug= 
git to you, my d dear friend, what a 


pet 


girl of Mis M lively ſenſations 


14 { ICAL 1 84 
mult feel from 7 — 4 75 freat- 
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ment; and in what ſovereign Con. 


2A. 


$42 ov? 7 


N of a perſon who, by t] theſe 1 unn 
5 and l aged 5 call 
give 
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give” room by a ſuppoſition 1 that ſhe 
bad been detected on the point of 
running away with a a peaſant. za tep, 
ſo totally inconſiſtent with her natural 
turn and temper, that avery moderate 
degree of penetration would have 
diſcover'd it to be next to impoſhble, 
even for the unkindeſt treatment to 
have excited the moſt diſtant thought 
of. The the evidently ſaw the folly 
of fuch a proceeding, and the in- 
jurious conſequences of it to herſelf, 
there was no remedy but by an 
application to her mother, whoſe 
ſtate of health. was too precarious to 
hazard the RO any thing that 
might at all agitate het mind. She 
kad ſeen the young ſhepherdeſs in her 
whimſical habit, knew her heart per» 


# 27 : . 


* and was under no apprehenſion a 


9 = 
my | # Tg 


2 'L F : - 


0 1 
of anylong continuance of thisroman- 
tie frolic, or of its being carried to any 
dangerous length; Was more pleaſed 
at hex having found an innocent me- 
thod of diverting her thoughts a little 
from the oonſtant painful ſcene at 
home, than hurt by the flighty man- 
Ner of it. Tis true, ſhe knew not 
che eireumſtance of the ſhepherd, 
nor that it was talk d of in the vil- 
lage, and conſequently, might be 
miſonſtry'd;; but even in that caſe, 
would only have repreſented, to her, 
dat che inngcency gf intention was 
not : ſuffieient to juſtify an action chat 
miſtaken;: or malicious people, might 
| ſee; ot endeavout to place, in a light 

obroxious to cenſure : and have urged 
thoſe convincing reaſons whichiwould 
have made it as muchhtr own.at 
Is 7 > 1 to 


( 98 ] 
to deſiſt from, as it was to com- 
mence' fo peculiar a kind of diverſion; 
This is the chief art of, education; 


which no perſon» was a more perfect 


miſtreſs of than this good Lady. Af- 
ter her daughter was capable of un- 
derſtanding reaſonable arguments 
(which children of à good capacity 
certainly are, much earlier than it is 
generally believed) ſhe never impoſed 
à poſitive command, or made a mo- 
mer's authority a rule of action; but 
by caſy ſteps led her young peroep- 
tion to «diſcover the beauty of recti 
tude, and the deformity of every de- 
vation from it, and plainly made 
appear the matives for, and juſtice 
of thoſe directions, which were al- 
ways given hy rv of: friendly ad- 
nn then correction of any 
05 L 4 wrong 


5 L 15 1 

nation, ſeem d to be, and indeed li- 
terally was, her on choice, guided 
by the conviction of her judgment; 
and, as ſuch, — dees d awd 
hk 5 mera * 


2 22 
: 


1 4 7 


eng habjtuated e nk 
; tha of inſtruction, the could ill 
beat the thought of ſubmitting to an 
abſolute authority, which would have 
been in itſelf extremely irkſome; but 
when exerciſed hy a perſon, whoſe 
abilities were inferior to her o.], 
and whoſe plan of conduct the evi- 


dentliy aw the impropriety of, it 


became inſupportable. However this 
ohe ſhe reſoly'd to ſubmit patiently, 
in the flattering hope that her mo- 


N. 88 recovery 9 _ 
GP 


ſ iss J 
to her diſtreſſes, but, at the . 
time, reſolving that ſhould thoſe. 
hopes unfortunately prove abortive. 
then to embrace the only alterna- 


tives rather than be ſubjected to the 


per a directreſs. This reſolution was 
eee een went, PI" 


Mt Bla art > TAE 


_ The enſuing Wenge ert dif; 
eaſe put a final petiod to all her, 


that the domeſtic ſcene was ten- 
that it ſeem id hardly poſſible to ex 
change it for a worſe... Hence 0 
ſee the origin of the molt. fatal 
ſep... in my, friend's) life, from; 
* bags, fioped all.the.ſabſe>, 


quent 


tryannical government of ſo impro- 


[ a5 J 
quont misfortunes of it. Thus, my 
dear madam, it generallyhappenswhen 
imprudent people (interfere in things 
that they neither underſtand or have 
any buſineſs with; they become li- 
terally the ſole cauſe of realizing 
their own fears, by. the ridiculous 
methods they take to prevent evils, 
of which there was not the leaſt de- 
gree of probability but what _ 
(=: ee ee eee 755 

33: if dorm Xi. 103% | 

„ * e bene half of 
mankind if the other could be per- 
ſuaded to attend only to their on 
proper buſineſs; but unfortunately, 
thoſe who are leaſt able to regulate 
their own conduct, generally fancy 
themſelves beſt qualified to direct that 
of others, and in this employment, 
tmp ©. at 


L 365 } 
of which they never can be capable, 
waſte more time than would have 
ſerved to make ſuch improvements in 
their own minds, as might have ren- 
der'd them uſe ful members of that 
ſociety to which they are a conſtant 
torment. —What a length of letter 
have I run through! While writing 
on this ſubject you will have no rea- 
ſon to complain. of. blank pages, if 
my bealth permits their being fill d up, 
can now only add that, with the 
utmoſt truth and tenderneſs, I ſhall 


was be moſt faithfully, | 
þ 5 7 hy. FIDE 12 e 2 4 4 . „ * 
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* O concern fo the Mor. 
1  tunate Harriot will not be 
abated by the certainty of her pre. 
ent ſituation. She is in lodgings; at 
2 country village near London, which 
were provided for her by the perſon 
ſuſpected to have been the cauſe of 
her elopement; and where, within 2 
month after her arrival, ſhe became 

the mother of a child, hoſe birth 

has ſtamp's an indelible mark of j in 


famy on her character. The mo- 
row 5 us * 4 | ment 
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ment her father. became acquainted 
with this unhappy circumſtance, he 
very properly ſent to intreat her to 
quit the man who had been the au- 
thor of her ruin; and, on this con- 


dition, promiſed to ſettle on her an 
allowance ſufficient to ſupport her 
handſomely, in any retired placc e the 


ſhould. make choice. of, and to prę- 
. alſo. for the little one. | She 


eh him for a x kindneſs 6 115 


t. 5 * n 


„ 


be for Ein worſe—In v vain have the ra 


arg Sub 


ſince repreſented. to her the  unavoid-, 


. 
18 938 9 


able conſequences of « continuing in 


a way of life that muſt univecfally be 
condemn' d. ; | and which would for 


- wi IF ff AN is 


ever exclude her from the ſociety of 


the 


4 
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the good and valuable part of man- 
kind; that the quitting it imme- 
diately 7 and retiring to ſbme diſtant 
country, Where in 4 i Foc ivy hbour- 
hood that knew not Ber Unfortunate 
kift6ry, "a "Fitare * prudent condliet 

might make het well receiv d. wat the 
ohly method that could potibly'te- 
Mete her Hithir's peace, bf fave her- 
ff from that "imilery which tnuſt in- 
evitably be tlie reſult of petüfting in 
the indulgeiice” "of l ctimindth Paſ⸗ 
fon.” She Is deaf to all petſtafion- 

1. as Had art Ah to make 
ber believe” that it Has been long his 
intention to obtain 2 divers; and pre- 
tends to Babe ſufficient prof,” after 
Spich 51 exp xeHs to becotne His wife, 
this Wee has probably been the 
chief cauſe of "Ker ruin; a deluſion it it 


7 . N 
certainly 


[ 159 J 
certainly is, for the -ptudence of 
Mrs. — has! been ſo remarkable that 
tho! ſeparated: from her huſband, he, 
is-the':onlyitperſor who: ſpeaks ill of 
her za vefy:extraordinary circumſtance 


which, in a world ſo fond of ſcandal, 
amounts alinoft to 4 demuonſtration 
that he has nothing material to alledge 
againſt her, nor do I believe ever en- 
tertain di a thought of attempting at, 
Harriot's fituation/ 4s greatly to be la · 
mented. She: is blind to the dreadful 
conſequences that muſti ſoon! enſue, 
Her mother ſees no company, ande tis 
believed will never recover the de- 
jection of ſpirits occafion'd by this un- 
fortunatel affair. The old Gentleman 
had lately: the mortiſibation of being 
upbraided;! at a public meeting, with 
oy ſcanglal this unhappy daughter had 
Lt 2 


— — - — 


'® *, 7 
broughr on his family, by a low perſon 
whom his fupercilious behaviour had 
offended} and who, incapable of feel- 
ing the indelicacy, gladly embraced 
this opportunity of taking, the moſt 
cruel kind of revenge. The haughty 
cattiage of his eldeſt daughter ſeems a 
little lower d by the accident; ſhe is 
etideavouring to perſuade her father to 
quit a country: where her pride is fre- 
quently offended by mortifying in ift. 

nuations, and unmannerly compari- 
ſons, and will N TIO with 
him'to remove. b e 9 OK 


* , '# 


I 


Wewer may FER KY PE Aria 


of ' Harriot, her parents, if they have 
any virtuous ſenſibility, muſt be mor 
than equal ſufferers z- who have to 7 


r 


cuſe ——— not only of r 


„ . | 2 ing 


— 


{ +6f J 
ing before their eyes the daily progreſs 


of het unhappy affection, but of neg: 


44 2 


lectipg to fix ſuch principles in her 
mind as would Have been an effectual 
guard againſt the attacks of this cris; 
minal paſſion. Her diſpoſition. was na- 


turally good, and her temper ſo pliant 


that it could haye been form d to any 
ching; but no prudent care was taken. 
of her education ; 7% vanity and falſe. 


— — * 1 — — 


pride, were daily imbib d from her 
mother $ example, and ſhe was taught 
on to dreſs, to dance, and to play: 
It cards; in the laſt, ſhe made a very 
early proficiency, that being the daily 


employment of. the family; Mr. 2 
was | generally one of their party, an 


by this means had acceſs to — 18 


all times; to whom, his particular at- 
temign yas remark 4 by all but thoſe 


Vor. I. M whole 


EI H# 
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Whoſe principal buſineſs it was to have 
abſerv d, and prevented the fatal ef- 
tects of it. This immoderate love of 
play is deſtructiye of every thing valu- 
able in the mind poſſeſs d by it; nor 

do ] think any vice in the miſtreſs of 
2 family can be productive of worſe 
eonſequences, excluſive even of the 
pernicious effects of ſuch an example 
do her children. Lam myſelf of opi- 
nion, that ſo far from letting children 
learn to play at any game, cards ſhould 
not even be given them to divert them- 
ſelves with when very little, nor 
ſhould they ever be permitted to ſee 
others play; and approve, much of 
my Lord ., not ſuffering them 
to enter his doors after his eldeſt child 
was two years old, and diſmiſſing a 


forvaat in whoſe a a We! Was 
found. 


385 a 
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found. Such a law, in the family we 
are ſpeaking of, would very probably 
have prevented the irreparable misfor- 
tune they have all at preſent but too 
much cauſe to lament. The anxiety 
with which you enquire into the pat- 
ticulars of this unhappy event, hasled 
me to dwell ſo much longer than I in- 
tended on the diſagreeable ſubject, that 
my paper will hardly permit my telling 
you the 33 with which I read _ 


 Yaur criti are in nl o 
| juſt" as to afford an excellent proof of 
your judgment. I eannot, however 
ayree. with you in thinking i it unna- 
tural for Alphonſo to ſleep under the 
extreme agitation of mind in which 
he is is deſcribed to lay down in the 
IN | RE, 
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tent of Rodolphus ; ; in this part 0 
the ſtory I do not think the bounds 


of probability are exceeded, which! i 


De 


more than I can ſay i in every in- 
ance. —Notwithſtandin g the witty 
Duke of Buckingham, and ſome 
others of the ſame claſs, have endea- 
vour'd to turn this dormant ſcene i in- 
to "ridicule, 1 am by no means of 
opinion. that it is in itſelf : at all ab- 
ſurd. When the mind is diſturb'd 


Th #64 


by t things that rather i ircitate than op- 


preks, t there is no \ poſſibility of ſleeping 
on the ſofteſtpillow ; ; but when woun- 


ded by affliction of the moſt grievous 
kind, if a vent is then given to the 
anguiſh by a violent flow of tears, the 
ſpirits, ag when exhauſted by extreme 
fatigue of body, will fink to reſt, and 
fleep naturally enſue. This truth I 


have more than once proved by ex- 


( 165 J 
perience ; from Mo am certain in 
both caſes of the effect; and in the 
preſent, preceding corporeal labour 
muſt be taken into the account. 1 
am therefore of opinion that here our 
author cannot be juſtly cenſured for: an 


Art 


Sy deſcription, Si 


who! rf 
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May you, my dear Louiſa, never EX» 


perience that poignant anguiſh * which 
alone, £an prove t the truth of, this x rer 
— — ; but may every ſtage of 
255 12 * replete with all the blef- 


among ſt the warmeſt of that number 
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The Alu 7 Abr en 
| cCentinued. 1 

Was in ſome doubt Whathewito 

"deſcend or not; at length the 
_ uncertainty and hazard of the attempt 
deterr'd me, and I refolv'd to go 
back to the tent, and conſult Ro- 
dolphus; yet could not perſuade my- 
ſelf to quit the place, but ſtood for 
ſome minutes gazing on it with fix'd 
Attention, till an irreſiſtible impulſe 
urged me to deſpiſe the danger, and 
pürſue my firſt intention: The de- 
ent was not difficult; I went very 
cheerfully on a conſiderable way; 
in ſome places the openings were 
ſpacious, in others more confined, the 
light diminiſhing from above as my 
diſtance from the ſurface increas d, I 
e þ N began 


[ 67 ] 
began to be apprehenſive of total 
darkneſs; and had ſome thoughts 
of going back tv provide tmyſelf with 
a light; when I was greatly terrified 
with the appearance of a ball of fire 
about the ſize of a large cannon ſhot, 
which play'd ſo near my head, that 
it ſeem'd almoſt impoſſible to eſcape 
the deſirution threaten'd ; I hardly 
knew what to reſolve on; but thought 
the only chance of ſafety was to re- 
turn back immediately, by which 
means it might be poſſible to get 
out of its reach before it burſt. 
Scarce had I form'd this reſolution 
when the ball lighted on my 'oul- 
der; from thence deſcended. to the 


ground and diſappear'd, by which, o 
my inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, 1 found 
it to be only a luminous vapour, 

93; M 4 with 


Without heat, and perfectly harmleſs; 
my joy at this diſcovery equall'd the 
tercor occaſion d by apprehending it 
to be a ball of actual fire, and my 
Aatisfaction increas d on obſerving two 
others of the ſame kind ariſe imme- 
diately after, which yaniſh'd as the 
former, and was again ſucceeded by 
freſh, ones ; the conſtant ſucceſſion of 
theſe vapours gave ſuch a continued 
light a as to ſupply, the abſence of day, 
| which facilitated my deſign; nor did 
I,doubt, by their illumi nation, tade- 
ſcend ſafely to the bottom, Ang 20. 
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Alain raed my 3 * 1 
ſome moments reflecting with 


ſarprize on the cauſe. of it. That a 
man, Who had juſt irretcieyably, bf 
al, that, was dear ay. valuable to 


1 


ne 
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him in this world, nor had any pre- 
ſent means of procuring even the 
neceſſaries of life, and who but a fe. 
hours. before was eagerly courting 
death even in a painful form, ſhould 
now. be thus terrified at the thought 
of its approach in a manner the 
moſt eaſy and inſtantaneous, ſeem'd 
ſcarcely to be accounted for: From 
whence, withont any alteration. of 
circumſtances, -cfied J aloud, could 
proceed fo ſudden a change of ſenti- 
ment? Wherefore ſhould I now with 
the continuance of a life that for me 
no longer | has a charm to boaſt—why 
dread the death 1 lately ſought, and 
Which alone can reſtore my former 
happineſs ; ſtrange inconfiſtency of 
human nature! amazing contradic- 
fn 7 how vain, how weak, how 

hy fooliſh 
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toolith, is the Mind of man, reaſon- 
ing to no end, uncertain in its con- 
jectures, unſteady in its reſolves, ig- 
norant of itſelf ; ; conſcious of being 
but, with all its faculties, unable ei- 
ther to account for, or even to diſeover 


the mode of its own exiſtence !— 

What is this boaſted  reafon but an 
ipnis-fatuus of the mind, that more 
oft miſleads than guides us right? 
Of What uſe the feſolutions, form'd 
on thofe philoſophic principles that 
ſcem to dignify the human ſoul, if 
ſhe can be by foreign force impell d 
to act in oppoſition to her deliberate 
choice and calm determination Lor 
if left by Heaven a prey to every ſud- 
den Mart of paſſion, what avails a 
prudent plan of conduct, that no 
rare can ſecure from theſe 'unavoid- 
warty» able 


[ | 17¹ I 
able interruptions ? = Ah! Whither 
leads this thought—to what a maze 
of painful doubt! Man may perhaps 

be ſo inſignificant a link in the great 
| Chain of Being that, like apes to him, 
he ſerves. for ſport to ſome ſuperior 
order—Yet here t eligion ſhould ſuſ- 
tain the mind with better hopes— 
but on what reſts the certainty of 
that religion ? on Faith ? Faith in 
our prieſts, who may perhaps miſlead 
us, or be themſelves deceived ?— 
Some hold the Alcoran ſacred as wie 
deem the Goſpel the Jews reject 
them both— China adores the Sun, 
Egypt the Crocodile; all think their 
ſyſtem right, and tax the reſt with 
blind credulity And may not all be 
wrong alike, and every ſyſtem falſe ? 
Oh! for an unerring guide to ſolve 
ds | theſe 
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theſe, endleſs doubts ! Here, for a 

while, I pauſed, . forgot my 0 
tion, and even the, motives that had 
led me to this ſubterraneous ſearch ; 4 
loſt myſelf i in refleQing on the va- 
riqus v viciſſitudes of human life with- 
out a poſiility, of accounting for 
them ; 5 my thoughts grew every mo- 
ment more be wilder d, and led me 
to ſo general a ſeepticiſm, that I be- 


. 


gan almoſt to doubt my own, exiſ- 


rence ; ;, when 2 felt, a very 12 800 
proof of its reality, by the pain o 

hunger, and an extreme Faintnehy, 
like what i is. uſoally occaſion d by too 
long an abſtinence. ; As 1 could not 
ſuppoſe that more. than an hour had. 
elapſed fince I, had quitted the tent, 
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of Rodolphus, 1 knew not how t g 
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account for the "unnatural laden 
| 7 1! 231105 22 0G! 26013 on 
neſs 
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neſs” of this es hes that 
was, I found it impoſſible to lobt 
much longer without food — *twas 
vain to lament the not having taken 
any with me, the only method 0 
procuring it was by returning to the 
ruin'd' city — No time remain'd for 
deliberation ; the rage of appetite, 
every moment increaſing, grew 1⁰ 
violent that the moſt noxious animal 
would have ſeem'd ry delicious repall. 
Hough grieved beyond expreſſion to 
be'render'd thus incapable of Purſuing! 
my Project, there ſeem d no o ber h 
alternative but to perith by famine, 
or halten back to the town. 1 di 
= heſitate on the choice — but 


g: 5 
at my. aſtoniſhment, when 
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trembling knees, unable to diſcharge 
their office, bent beneath my weight; 
while the feeble graſp of my ener- 
vated arm had fcarce ſufficient 
ſtrength to ſave me from tumbling 
headlong into the abyſs beneath, 
Convinced by this of the utter im- 
_ poſſibility of my ever reaching the 
ſurface, I gave over the attempt, and 
began to ruminate on the deplorable 
fituation to whieh I was reduced. I 
have already told you that the cavity 
in the earth was unequal 3 in ſome 
places ſo 'narrow as to be but juſt 
Paſſable, in others very ſpacious ; that 
part where I now was, appear d, by 
the light the vapours afforded, to 
be about three yards in diameter; ; 
the ſtep, if it may be ſo called, on 
which I refted, was ſomething” leſs 
than 


1 75 J 
than a yard broad; on this, when 
the pain of hunger recall d me from 
my late reverie, I found myſelf lying 
at full length, but knew not how 1 
came to be in that poſture, and well 
remember d that I was on my feet, 
and in the action of deſcending, 
when, I ſtopp'd to indulge a few, re- 
flections on my late fright : On this 
I 'now ſunk down again, without a 
hope of ever riſing from it. 'Tis im- 
poſſible to deſcribe what. paſs d at 
this: moment in my breaſt ; I accuſed 
myſelf of preſumption. and temerity, 
in entering the chaſm ; and of im- 
piety in my late exclamation and 
tranſient ipfidelity ; believ d my pre- 
ſent weakneſs (which from natural 
wuſes I ud no way account for) to 
be the, immediate puniſhment of my 


2 010 crime; 
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exline arid'own'd the juſtice of that 
diſpenſation that while living had 
confined me ta the grave 1 had ſo 

fate impatiently demanded; full of 
theſe reſections, in an rot ago- 
hizing agitation of mind, I addrefs/d 
myſelf to the ſupreme diſpoſer of alt 
events in the following manner.— 
Oh Tt Almighty Father of the Uni- 
verſe, Omniſcient and Supreme ! to 
the doubr of whoſe exiſtence” my ut- 
moſt ſcepticiſmm has never extended; 
look down with pity on me, accept 
that! integrity of heart by which tho 
knoweſt all the actions of my liſe 
have been directed, pardon the ſal - 

lies of intemperate grief, which, un- 
der the ſcvere afflition of the fe 
laſt days, have led me to repine at 

thy unerting — 
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ſee; the painful and tedious method 
of my approaching diſſolution, am 
ſenſible of the utter impoſſidility of 
eſcaping it, yet, far from murmur- 
ing at a fate. ſo dreadful, I yield 
Mhmiſſiver to thy ſovereign will, and 

own. the puniſhment deſery' d; yet 
hl Loermit: me to. implore that all 
my ſufferings may end with my mor- 
tality, and my departing ſpirit be re- 
ceiv'd. to thoſe bleſs'd regions where 
in the viſion: of the night, I held a 
fancied converſe with my dearoſt Ar- 
timiſſa: Forgive the frailties of a 
creature ſo imperfect, and i impute not 
as a crime the weakneſs of humanity. 
I would have proceeded, but my little 
remaining ſtrength was ſo exhauſted 
ſpeech, farſook me; my lips moved, 
| "v2? Vor. I. N but 
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bt” I could no longer pronounce any 
articulate ſound ; even my thoughts 
grew confuſed, and my eyes involun- 
tarily cloſed themſelves ;—I ſtill re- 
tain d my ſenſes, and ſilently recom- 
mended my departing ſoul into the 
Hands of its Creator; my limbs were 
now become motionleſs, the cold that 
had ſome time invaded them ſeem'd 
haſtening to the vitals, and convinced 
me, that the extreme languor felt, 
could be no other than the article of 
death. I was perfectly compoſed, 
"arid happy in the thought of its near 
approach; all my fears were vaniſh'd 
and I felt a grateful pleaſure in the 
hope of an immediate releaſe, At 
this inſtant a voice more melodious 
than I can defcribe, or you conccive 
any idea of, diſtinctly called, Alphonſo! 
299 | 7 5 Fo 
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concluded it muſt come from my 
beloved Artimiſſa, who was waiting to 
be the firſt that ſhould welcome me 
into immortality, In yain I ſtrove to 
anſwes, in vain lamented the impoſli- 
bility of forming any articulate.ſound, 
and impatiently long'd to burſt the 
| bands which {till confined me to a ma- 
terial priſon. I he voice came nearer, 
and again it cried,. Alphonſo! look 
* up Alphonſo, and with gratitude re- 
s ceivethe peculiar favour of H eaven.” 
AAt this, exerting my utmoſt force, I 
#aiſed my head {which from reclining 
on my arm had ſunk with my face 
bending toward the ground) and turn- 
ing my eyes towards the place from 
- whence I thought the ſound had pro- 
- ceeded, beheld the beauteous youth 
who, in the late pleaſing viſion, had 
ö N 2 been 
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* preſented to me; amazed at this 
appearance, I began to ſuſpect my 
being ſtill in a dream, when coming 
cloſer to me he faid, '** Receive, 
% Alphonſo, that returning vigour 
*6-which the great Author of the uni- 
es yerſe permits me to reſtore to you,” 
—Tperceiv'd in his hand a tranſparent 
body, apparently about a ſpan in di- 
ameter; its form irregular, and its 
reſemblance ſo near to water as nat 
to be known from a fluid, but by that 
coheſion of its particles which pre- 
ſervd a form entire tho unſuſtain d 
by any veſſel. This he divided into 
thtee equal parts, applied one to my 
mouth, one to my noſtrils, and preſ- 

ſing the other between his hands oyer 
my face, it inſtantly diſappear d; a 
thin miſt W and, for a mo- 
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ment, furrounded me; this was done 
in much leſs time than it has taken to 
relate it, and tho'. I diſtinctly ſaw the 
operation, I could not feel that any 
thing touch d me; but ſenſibly found 
the air, I now breath'd, beyond ex- 
preſſion oderiferous, and felt an en- 
joyment infinitely ſuperior to what I 
could ever before have form'd any 
conception of- my ſtrength was in- 


Rantly reſtored—my ſpirit ſeem d free 
a8 air, and I was no longer ſenſible 


of any incumbrance from matter; I 
ſtarted from the ground, and was 
going to kneel at the feet of my de- 
liverer in grateful acknowledgment 
of the benefit received. Percèiving 
my intention, he cried, ( forbear, Al- 
. photiſs! your thanks are due only 
N that Almighty Power who has 

favour d 
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4 favourd you beyond the race 


of mortals, and permits me to 
25 explain to you the cauſes of thoſe 
of events. in the conduct of that pla- 
4 net you inhabit, chat exceed the 
2 reach of human capacity. Attend 
« in in filence, | know me for your 
ec guardian angel, "who, from the 


«t moment of your birth, even to 


a + 


ec this Taft hour of extreme Uiſtrels, 


« „ have. never left vou. e 
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